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STATISTICAL  SU/A/AARY  FOR  1919. 

Area  in  acres  .  3,408 

Estimated  CIVIL  Population,  June,  1919 — 

For  calculating  Death  Rate  .  95,424 

,,  Birth  Rate  .  99,403 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  December  31st  ...  19,289 

Rateable  Value . £542,625 

One  Penny  in  the  £  yields  for  General  District 

Purposes  .  £2,175 

Number  of  Persons  per  house  at  time  of  1911  Census  4-64 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  persons  living  .  14-3 

Death-rate  per  1,000  persons  living  .  11-3 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  Births  .  75 

Percentage  of  Uncertified  Deaths .  0-09 

Total  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis .  6 

,,  ,,  ,•,  ,,  (under  1  year)  6 

Diarrhoea  (including  Enteritis)  Mortality  (under  1 

year)  per  1,000  Births  .  4-2 

Zymotic  Death-rate  (excluding  Diarrhoea)  per  1,000 

persons  living  .  0-14 

Phthisis  Death-rate  per  1,000  persons  living .  0*70 

Respiratory  Death-rate  per  1,000  persons  living 

(excluding  Phthisis) .  1-8 


') 

Public  Health  Department , 

June ,  1920. 

To  the  Mayor ,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
County  Borough  of  Wallasey . 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen , 

1  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Twelfth  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  of  the  Borough,  in  compliance  with  the 
duty  statutorily  placed  upon  me. 

The  form  of  the  Report  has  been  altered  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  who  also  desire  that  reports 
shall  revert  to  their  pre-war  fulness. 

The  mortality  statistics  for  1919  are,  on  the  whole,  quite 
satisfactory ,  but  the  continued  fall  in  the  Birth-rate  is  a  matter 
of  concern. 

While  the  Infantile  Mortality  rate  for  the  Borough  as  a 
whole  is  low  there  are  some  Wards  in  which  the  rate  leaves 
room  for  great  improvement,  and  emphasises  the  need  for  the 
development  of  Child  Welfare  workt  which  has  been  such  a 
prominent  feature  in  Public  Health  administration  of  late  years. 

The  housing  scarcity  has  caused  much  overcrowding,  and 
although  it  is  not  possible  to  point  to  direct  harmful  effects  on 
the  public  health,  yet  it  cannot  help  but  have  a  deleterious 
effect,  especially  on  the  health  of  young  children,  and  may  even 
adversely  affect  the  birth-rate . 

Incorporated  with  this  Report  is  the  Report  with  regard  to 
the  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children. 

I  have  again  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council, 
particularly  the  Health  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Com¬ 
mittees,  for  the  support  they  have  given  me,  and  my  Staff,  both 
indoor  and  outdoor,  who  have  given  of  their  best  and  have 
done  useful  work,  as  a  perusal  of  the  following  pages  will  show. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen , 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  W.  N.  BARLOW , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the 

District. 


Population. 


The  population  of  the  Borough  at  the  1911  Census  was 
78,504. 

The  civil  population  of  the  Borough  at  the  middle  of  1919 
is  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General 


(a)  For  the  purpose  of  calculating  the  Death-rate 

at  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9o,424 

(b)  For  the  purpose  of  calculating  the  Birth-rate 

at  .  99,403 


The  population  shown  by  the  last  four  census  returns  has 
been  as  follows:  — 


Entire  District  ... 


Census  Census 

1881.  1891. 

21,192  33,227 


Census  Census 

1901.  1911. 

53,579  78,504 


Area. 

The  area  of  the  Borough  is  3,408  acres. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the 

District. 

The  Borough  of  Wallasey  is  a  part  of  the  Wirral  Penin¬ 
sula  and  itself  forms,  a  peninsula,  bounded  by  the  River 
M  ersey  on  the  East,  the  Irish  Sea  on  the  North,  Birkenhead 
and  Wallasey  Docks  on  the  South  and  South-West,  with  a 
mile  of  flat  land  on  the  West  between  head  of  docks  and  sea. 
The  ground  rises  from  Seacombe  in  a  back-bone  along  the 
middle  of  the  district,  reaching  a  height  of  200  feet  above 
the  sea  at  New  Brighton,  affording  splendid  facilities  for 
drainage  East  and  West  of  this  natural  ridge.  New  red  sand¬ 
stone  underlies  all  this  district,  at  a  variable  depth,  with 
pockets  of  alluvium,  drift  clay,  gravel  and  marl. 
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Social  Conditions. 

It  is  mainly  a  residential  place,  a  large  number  of  the 
inhabitants  being  engaged  in  business  in  Liverpool.  Some 
large  docks,  forming  part  of  the  Port  of  Liverpool,  are  situ¬ 
ated  in  the  Borough.  There  are  also  in  the  district  extensive 
Lairages,  where  imported  sheep  and  cattle  are  killed.  There 
is  no  occupation  which  would  have  any  particular  influence 
on  the  public  health.  With  the  exception  of  three  large  flour 
mills,  and  one  important  engineering  establishment,  no  in¬ 
dustries  of  any  moment  employing  any  large  number  of  men 
are  established  in  the  Borough.  Building  operations  in  the 
pre-war  years  were  very  extensive,  but  since  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  war  they  have  practically  been  suspended. 


WARDS. 


NO.  1— NEW  BRIGHTON. 

2 —  UPPER  BRIGHTON. 

3—  NORTH  LISCARD. 

4—  SOUTH  LISCARD. 

5—  NORTH  EGREMONT. 

6—  SOUTH  EGREMONT. 

7—  NORTH  SEACOMBE. 

8—  SOUTH  SEACOMBE. 

9—  POULTON. 

10— WALLASEY. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. 

The  Births  during  the  year,  including  4T  transferred  to 
us,  but  deducting  12  transferred  outwards,  numbered  1,422 
(T32  males  and  690  females),  giving  a  birth-rate  of  14-3  per 
1,000  of  population,  calculated  on  Eegistrar-GeneraPs  esti¬ 
mate  of  99,403.  Of  these  395  were  notified  by  Doctors,  and 
911  by  Midwives,  the  remainder  not  being  notified. 

The  illegitimate  births  -were  :  — 

51  registered  in  the  Borough. 

19  transferred  to  Wallasey. 

7<r 

less  3  transferred  to  other  districts, 
nett  6T 

which  is  the  same  number  as  that  for  1918.  The  illegitimate 
birth-rate  is  4-7%  of  the  total  births. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  distribution  of  Births  and 
the  natural  increase  of  population,  that  is,  the  excess  in  the 
number  of  births  over  deaths  in  the  different  Wards:  — 


Ward  No. 

1 — New  Brighton  ... 

Births. 

94 

» 

Deaths. 

100 

Increase.  Decrease. 

—  6 

2— Upper 

96 

111 

.  .  .  - 

15 

3 — North  Liscard  .. 

108 

96 

12 

— 

4 — South  „ 

114 

107 

7 

— 

5 — North  Egremont 

105 

66 

39 

— 

6 — South  ,, 

126 

116 

10 

_ 

7 — North  Seacombe 

162 

105 

57 

_ 

8 — South  ,, 

215 

114 

101 

_ 

9 — Poulton 

222 

132 

90 

_ 

10 — Wallasey 

145 

133 

12 

Registered  elsewhere  47 
less  outward  transfers  12 

—  35 

35 

1,422 

1,080 

363 

21 

342 

net  increase. 

(V 


l 

I 


r 


fH 


$ 


o 

•0 
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The  Births  in  the  Wards  do  not  include  35  children 
belonging  to  the  district  but  registered  elsewhere,  16  of  which 
were  illegitimate. 

Visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  1,318  of  the  Births. 
The  number  of  re-visits  was  2,907  (apart  from  the  visits  paid 
in  connection  with  the  Child  Welfare  Centre). 

The  actual  number  of  visits  paid  to  all  Infants  for  any 
purpose  whatsoever  was  4,489. 

A  comparison  of  the  Birth-rates  of  Wallasey  for  the  past 
five  quinquennial  periods  and  the  last  four  years  is  interesting. 


the  period 

1891-1895 

it  was 

29-50. 

1896-1900 

;  j 

29-08. 

?  } 

1901-1905 

28-72. 

1906-1910 

>  > 

25-27. 

1911-1915 

21-8. 

>  > 

1916 

5  ) 

19-4. 

1917 

5  5 

15-4. 

> ; 

1918 

)  ) 

16-06. 

5  > 

1919 

)  T 

14-3. 

Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  of  people  belonging  to  Wal¬ 
lasey,  whether  these  have  occurred  in  the  district  or  not,  is 
1,080  (540  males,  540  females),  giving  a  death-rate  of  11-3 
calculated  on  the  civil  population  of  95,424,  as  estimated  by 
the  Registrar-General. 

The  deaths  from  Influenza  numbered  144,  or  13-3  per 
cent,  of  the  total  number  of  deaths.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  80,  or  55  per  cent,  of  these  deaths,  occurred  at  age  » 
periods  when  the  normal  mortality  is  very  low,  namely,  from 
five  years  to  the  age  of  forty-five,  and  although  the  number 
of  deaths  from  Influenza  was  48  fewer  than  last  year  they 
nevertheless  increased  the  gross  death-rate  very  materially. 

The  number  of  transferred  deaths — that  is,  deaths  of 
Wallasey  people  who  have  died  outside  the  district — is  147. 

Of  these,  64  occurred  in  the  Tranmere  Union  Infirmary ,-29 
in  hospitals  in  Liverpool  and  other  towns,  26  in  Chester  and 
other  asylums,  and  28  in  various  other  towns,  but  not 
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in  institutions.  Tlie  transferred  deaths  numbered  31  fewer 
than  in  1918. 


G2  Inquests  were  held,  44  of  these  being  on  residents  and 
18  on  non-residents. 

11  of  the  total  deaths  were  those  of  illegitimate  children, 
7  of  them  being  under  1  year  of  age ;  2  of  these  died  in  the 
Union  Infirmary,  and  1  in  Leasowre  Children's  Hospital. 


The  ages 
2  days : 

2  days : 

2  months 

3  months 

4  months 
6  months 

11  months 
13  months 
2  years  : 

2  years  : 

3  years  : 


and  causes  of  the  11  illegitimate  deaths  were 
Premature  Birth. 

Ho. 

:  Acute  Pneumonia. 

:  Broncho-pneumonia. 

:  Congenital  Syphilis,  Marasmus. 

:  (1)  Congenital  Cardiac  disease. 

(2)  Patent  Foramen  Ovale. 

:  Infantile  Atrophy. 

:  Tubercular  Meningitis  (cerebral). 

Broncho-pneumonia. 

Shock  from  Scalds. 

(1)  Gastro-enteric  Catarrh. 

(2)  Convulsions. 


Table  showing  comparison  of  Wallasey  Pates  with  those 
for  England  and.  Wales  as  a  whole,  and  with  the 

96  LARGE  TOWNS  (AMONG  WHICH  WALLASEY  IS  INCLUDED), 
WITH  THE  146  SMALLER  TOWNS. 


- 

Birth  rate 
per  IgOO 
Total 

Pop  illation. 

Annual 
Death  rate 
per  1 ,0  ■  *  0 
living. 

Deaths  under 
one  year 
per  1,000 
Births. 

England  and  Wales  ... 

18-5 

13-8 

89 

96  Great  Towns  including  London... 

190 

13-8 

93 

146  Smaller  Towns  . 

18-3 

12-6 

90 

WALLASEY . 

14-3 

113 

75 

12 
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Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  in  Wallasey  during  Year  1919. 


Causes  of  Death. 


.  „  Q  f  Certified 
All  causes  ^Uncertified 


Enteric  Fever  ... 
Small-pox 
Measles  ... 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 
Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Influenza 
Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis) 
Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Other  Tuberculous 
Diseases 

Cancer,  malignant 
Disease 

Rheumatic  Fever 
Meningitis* 

Organic  Heart  Disease. 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Other  diseases  of  Res¬ 
piratory  organs 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 
Appendicitis  and  Typh¬ 
litis 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Alcoholism  . 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s 
Disease 

Puerperal  Fever 
Other  Accidents  and 
diseases  of  Pregnancy 
and  Parturition 
fWgenital  Debility  and 
Malformation,  in¬ 
cluding  Premature 
Birth  ... 

Violent  Deaths,  exclud¬ 
ing  Suicide  ... 
Suicide  ... 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Diseases  ill-defined  or 

unknown  . 

Cerebro-Spinal  Menin¬ 
gitis  ... 

Polio-myelitis . 


All  causes 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “  Residents  ” 
whether  occurring  in  or  beyond  the  District. 


M. 


540 


Total 

All 

Ages. 


Under 

1 

year. 


F. 


539 

1 


3 

71 

1 

36 

8 


53 
4 
2 

54 
37 
57 

14 

4 

3 

1 


14 


23 

13 

2 

130 


1079 

1 


6 

73 

1 

31 

4 


52 

3 

5 


5 


9 

144 

2 

67 

12 

10 

105 

7 

7 


107 

1 


1  and 
under 
2. 


21 


2  and 
under 
5. 


40 


66  120 


31 

32 

6 

2 


7 

2 


68 

89 

20 

6 

9 

1 


21 

2 


29 

4 


52 


17 
2 

163  j  293 


540  540  fl080 


Sub-entries  (included  in 
above  figures) 
Cerebro-Spinal  Menin¬ 
gitis... 

Polio-myelitis  ... 


3 

13 


51 

1 

21 

2 


1 

7 


108  21 


5  and 
under 
16. 


16  and 
under 
25. 


40 


2 

6 

8 


5 

3 


1 

8 


1 

1 

4 


2 

2 

11 


3 

3 


57 


1 

5 


40  40 


1 

1 

19 

1 

12 
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DEATHS  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  ONE  YEAR. 


Wards 

Totals 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

9 

9 

5 

7 

7 

6 

17 

15 

16 

17 

Total. 

108 


25  and  45  and 


under 

45. 


8 


183 


1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

1 

1 


1 

6 


57 


49 

34 

2 

7 

1 

1 

11 

7 

14 

3 

3 


3 

2 


7 

2 

32 


under 

65. 


267 


65  and 
up 

wards. 


10 

364 


28 

1 

16 

1 

1 

45 

4 

44 

11 

20 

9 

3 


11 


5 


53 


62 

44 

17 


Total 
Deaths 
whether  of 
“  Residents  ’ 
or  “  Non- 
Residents  ’’ 
in  Public 
Ins  itutions 
in  the 
District. 


5  1 

66  156 


183  !  267  364 


11 


100 


5 

12 

2 

8 

4 

2 

8 

1 

3 

1 

4 

2 

8 


2 

6 

26 

1 


100 


DEATHS  IN  THE  WARDS. 
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18 

5 


7 

1 

2 

10 

7 
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111 


2 

11 

8 

2 

9 

1 

18 

3 

5 

5 
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1 

1 

1 


40 


100 


1 

1 

37 
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1 

11 

1 

4 

2 

3 

15 


8' 
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7 

2 

3 
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3 

23 

2 


96 
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1 

9 

1 
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1 

1 

17 

7 
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1 

1 


4 

2 

30 


107 
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Wards  ... 


Under  1  yr 
Over  1  ,, 

Totals . 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10  1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

2 

... 

... 

... 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

3 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

Total. 


7 

4 


It 


Residents  ...44 
N  oii-Residents.  18 


Total 


...62 


INQUESTS. 

Legitimate 

Children^ 

l  Under  1  yr  10 
Over  1  J... 


Illegitimate 

Children 

Under  1  year 
Over  1  „ 


*  Not  Tuberculous. 


Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  during 


the  past  12  years. 


Disease. 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

Totals 

.  105 

60 

90 

105 

57 

70 

76 

62 

36 

22 

65 

20 

Smallpox 

.  .  •  •  • 

.  .  4 

1 

.  .  • 

4  4  • 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

Measles 

.  27 

13 

15 

5 

19 

7 

17 

7 

2 

10 

10 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  10 

20 

3 

2 

6 

6 

4 

3 

4  4  4 

4  4  * 

7 

5 

Diphtheria  &  Croup. 

..  8 

9 

4 

16 

9 

5 

9 

15 

11 

1 

6 

9 

Whooping  Cough 

..  21 

.  .  . 

19 

5 

15 

11 

18 

12 

8 

6 

29 

... 

Fever  (Typhoid) 

.  4 

2 

5 

1 

3 

3 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

... 

Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis 

.  35 

16 

44 

75 

5 

38 

27 

22 

12 

4 

12 

6 

Rate  per  1,000 
of  population 

1‘40  0-7 1 

'  ns 

1-33 

0  7 

O' 8 

0'8 

0-68 

0  43 

0.26 

0.80 

0'20 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1919  and  five  previous  Years, 
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COMPARATIVE  VIEW 
of  THIRTEEN  of  the  PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  of 
DEATH  in  WALLASEY  during  1919. 
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Gratuitous  Medical  Relief. 

Local  Hospitals. 

There  are  two  General  Hospitals  in  the  Borough,  viz., 
the  Victoria  Central  Hospital  and  the  Wallasey  Cottage  Hos¬ 
pital.  In  connection  with  the  latter  there  are  no  out-patients, 
and  with  the  former  surgical  out-patients  only. 

There  is  also  a  Charitable  Dispensary,  the  Medical  Officer 
of  which  is  also  House  Surgeon  to  the  Victoria  Central  Hos¬ 
pital,  sleeps  on  the  premises,  and  performs  the  duties  of 
Dispensary  Surgeon  in  a  room  provided  by  the  Hospital.  He 
also  visits  medical  cases  at  their  own  homes. 

The  following  summary  contains  the  number  of  surgical 
out-patients  who  attended  at  the  Victoria  Central  Hospital 
throughout  the  year,  and  particulars  as  to  the  work  done  in 
connection  with  the  Dispensary  for  the  same  period. 


VICTORIA  CENTRAL  HOSPITAL. 


OUT 

-PATIENTS . 

ATTENDANCES. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

Dental  Extractions  .. 

. . .  108 

89 

97 

...  108 

89 

97 

Ophthalmic  Cases 
Throat,  Nose  and  Ear 

...  360 

228 

198 

...  1531 

953 

980 

Cases.  235 

278 

217 

...  563 

510 

435 

Gynoecologieal  Cases 

...  90 

79 

98 

...  90 

79 

93 

X-Ray  Cases  . 

. . .  304 

250 

190 

...  304 

280 

289 

Casualties  . 

...  1535 

1383 

1735 

...  8502 

7952 

10446 

WALLASEY  DISPENSARY. 

1917.  1918.  1919. 

Number  of  Attendances  ...  8687  8980  8105 

Number  of  Visits  at  Homes  ...  853  1914  1129 


Poor-Law  Relief. 

The  number  of  persons  admitted  from  Wallasey  to  the 
Poor  Law  Guardians’  Institution,  Birkenhead,  during  the 
years  ended  December  31st,  1916-1919,  was  as  under:  — 


1916. 

To  the  Institution  ...  117 

,,  Infirmary  ...  151 

,,  Sanatorium  ...  42 

The  amount  of  Poor-Law 
during  the  same  period  was 


1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

135  .. 

63  .. 

35 

157  .. 

.  145  .. 

.  151 

50  .. 

64  .. 

52 

Out-Relief  paid  in  this  Parish 


1916. 

£2,829  5  7 


1917. 

£2,481  0  4 


1918. 

£2,574  0  0 


1919. 

£3,194  16  8 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the 

District. 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  of  the  Borough  is  partly  from  wells  in 
new  red  sandstone,  320  to  900  feet  deep,  reinforced  by  a  supply 
from  Lake  Vyrnwy,  upland  surface  water.  No  filtration  is 
necessary.  The  service  is  a  constant  one,  and  the  supply 
ample  and  pure.  No  contamination  from  lead  has  been  dis¬ 
covered  during  the  year.  The  Corporation  have  an  arrange¬ 
ment  with  the  Liverpool  Corporation  under  which  the  latter 
supply  up  to  1,600,000  gallons  daily  from  Lake  Vyrnwy. 

The  following  information  is  supplied  by  the  Gas  and 
W ater  Engineer  with  regard  to 


Water  Consumption  in  1919. 


Volume  of  Water  supplied  from  January  1st,  1919,  to 
31st  December,  1919,  1,052,123,304  gallons,  made  up  as. 
follows  :  — 


From  Wells  at  Liscard . 

From  Vyrnwy  . 

In  Stock  . 

Average  sup  plied  per  day . 

Average  consumption  per  day  per  head . 

Divided  as  follows  :  — 

Supplied  by  Meter  . 

Supplied  to  Shipping  . 

Watering  Streets  and  Road-making  ...  '... 

Flushing  Sowers  by  hose  and  cart  . 

Domestic  and  other  purposes,  including 
Drinking  Fountains . 


467,620,000  Galls. 
583,874,000  ,, 

629,304  ,, 

2,882,529  ,, 


6-07  Galls. 


■36 

■02 

.15 


5  3 


25-9  i 


The  quantity  »of  water  used  for  flushing  sewers  and 
drains  during  the  year  was  4,649,000  gallons. 


Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

The  water-carriage  system  obtains  throughout  the 
Borough,  and  the  crude  sewage  is  discharged  into  the  Mersey 
below  low-water  level. 


The  growth  of  Wallasey  has  been  extremely  rapid,  with 
the  result  that  most  of  the  house  drains  are  new,  and  have 
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been  constructed  under  modern  bye-laws  and  strict  supervi¬ 
sion.  All  new  house  drains  are  subjected  to  a  smoke  test 
before  being  finally  covered,  while  every  year  a  large  number 
of  the  drains  of  old  houses  are  re-laid. 


Under  the  supervision  of  the  Borough  Surveyor  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Sewers  have  either  been  reconstructed  or  repaired 
during  the  past  year:  — 


Penkett  Road. — 62  lineal  yards  near  Zigzag  Road. 

Victoria  Road. — Brick  Sewer  between  Albert  Street  and 
Virginia  Road.  Invert  reformed  with  concrete,  and 
brickwork  pointed  and  repaired. 


A  considerable  amount  of  storm  water  relief  work  has 
also  been  carried  out. 


The  sewers  and  manholes  have  been  regularly  cleaned 
and  flushed. 

Particulars  with  regard  to  the  work  of  drain  flushing 
carried  out  by  the  Health  Department  will  be  found 
on  page  23. 

Under  the  supervision  of  the  Health  Department  also  the 
drainage  systems  of  the  following  houses  have  been 


Entirely  Reconstructed. 

Nil. 

Partially  Reconstructed. 

9,  Prescot  Street. 

78,  Victoria  Road. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Practically  every  house  in  the  Borough  is  provided  with 
water-closet  accommodation.  In  the  outlying  portions  of  the 
town,  however,  there  are  10  cesspools,  and  these  are  emptied 
fortnightly.  There  is  also  1  privy  midden  similarly  situated, 
which  is  emptied  fortnightly;  There  are  43  pails  used  as 
closets  attached  to  summer  camps,  and  these  art-  emptied 
twice  weekly  from  May  to  September. 
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Scavenging. 

Tlie  work  of  Street  Scavenging  is  carried  out  under  the 
Department  of  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. 

There  remain  at  present  341  single  ashpits  and  632 
double  ashpits.  These  are  emptied  on  an  average  every  five 
weeks  by  the  employes  of  the  Council.  Their  number  is 
being  steadily  reduced.  1,988  ashpits  have  been  abolished 
during  the  past  8  years  and  bins  substituted.  This  work  has 
been  largely  in  abeyance  during  the  war,  very  few  ashpits 
having  been  .abolished.  Bins  are  now  required  in  all  new 
property.  These  are  emptied  once  a  week,  and  the  total  num¬ 
ber  of  bins  is  now  20,388. 

The  whole  of  the  refuse  from  the  above  is  taken  to  the 
Destructor  and  there  burnt,  with  the  exception  of  the 
cesspool,  privy  and  pail  closet  refuse,  which  is  either  utilized 
by  local  farmers  as  manure,  or  dumped  into  the  sewers. 

The  total  quantity  of  refuse  delivered  at  the  Destructor 
Works  for  the  past  four  years  ended  31st  December  was:  — 

1916  .  15,867  tons.  1918  .  16,491  tons. 

1917  .  15,447  ,,  1919  .  20,099  ,, 

l  J 

* 

Refuse  Destructor. 

1. - — A  Manlove  Alliott  12-cell  natural  draught  Destructor, 

with  Boulnois  &  Brodie's  storage  and  charging  trucks 
on  tip,  was  installed  in  1896.  Capacity,  60  tons  per 
day.  Also  a  Jones’  Fume  Cremator  of  4  cells;  a  12 
feet  by  8  feet  multitubular  boiler,  with  chimney  160 
feet  high. 

2.  — A  3-cell  forced  draught  Heenan  &  Froude  Destructor,  with 

chimney  120  feet  high,  and  water  tube  boiler,  was  in¬ 
stalled  in  1910.  Capacity,  40  tons  per  day. 

Cost  of  1  and  2. — Land,  £1,500;  building,  £6,500; 
machinery,  £12,000;  total,  £20,000. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District 


WORK  OF  THE  DISTRICT  INSPECTORS  DURING  1919. 


NUISANCES 

Number  of  houses  visited  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,444 

,,  apartments  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...14,387 

,,  houses  found  in  a  dirty  condition  ...  ...  ...  64 

„  apartments  „  „  .  85 

,,  ,,  ,,  in  an  overcrowded  condition  ...  ...  ...  25 

,,  ,,  with  defective,  insufficient  or  choked  drains  ...  766 

,,  ,,  ,,  with  defective  sash  cords,  windows,  &c.  ...  7 

,,  „  ,,  without  supply  of  water  for  drinking,  domestic 

or  sanitary  purposes  ...  ...  ...  281 

,,  ,,  ,,  with  defective  boilers,  flues,  &c.  ...  ...  3 

,,  ,,  ,,  with  defective  or  insufficient  W.C.  basins, 

flushing  cisterns,  putty  joints,  traps,  waste- 
pipes,  sftil-pipes  and/or  channellings  ...  949 

„  „  ,,  with  defective  yard  or  passage  surfaces  ...  147 

„  ,,  ,,  with  defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

,,  ,,  ,,  with  insufficient  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  ,,  vacant  or  insecure  against  misuse  by  general 

public  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

with  damp  or  defective  walls  ...  ...  ...  97 

with  defective  roofs,  gutters  and  downspouts  739 

without  proper  and  sufficient  ashpits  or  ashbins  1414 

,,  ,,  ,,  with  dirty  yard  surfaces...  ...  ...  ...  62 

,,  ,,  ,,  with  offensive  accumulations  requiring  removal  g 

Number  of  offensive  ditches  and  ponds  requiring  cleansing  ..  ...  — 

,,  cesspools  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  matters  referred  to  other  departments  ...  ...  ...  163 

,,  matters  referred  from  other  departments  ...  ...  137 

informations  laid  in  respect  of  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  2 

convictions  obtained  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

,,  Magistrates’ Orders  obtained ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  Nuisances  abated  and  cases  withdrawn  on  payment  of  costs  1 

Amount  of  fines  and  costs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8/6 


n 


n 


SMOKE  NUISANCES. 

Steps  to  prevent  Smoke  Nuisances. 

Number  of  observations  made 

,,  Notices  served  in  respect  of  black  smoke 

,,  Informations  laid  in  default  of  compliance  with  Notice 

,,  Informations  laid  in  default  of  compliance  with  order 

Amount  of  Fines  and  Costs . 


6 


M 
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BYE-LAWS  WITH  RESPECT  TO  NUISANCES. 

Number  of  inspections  of  stable  yards 
,,  re-inspections  ,, 

,,  Notices  served  to  empty  manure  pits 

,,  Informations  laid  in  default  of  compliance  with  notice  ... 

,,  Stable  yards  without  sufficient  manure  pits 

,,  notices  served  to  provide  manure  pits 

„  notices  served  to  provide  stables  with  sufficient  paving 

and/or  drainage  ... 

ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES. 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  issued  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances. .  3069 

,,  Statutory  Notices  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  770 

,,  re-inspections  of  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,957 

DRAIN  TESTING. 

Number  of  houses  at  which  drains  or  branches  have  been  specially 

tested  by  means  of  smoke  or  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


2,306 

190 

143 


EXAMINATION  OF  UNDERGROUND  DRAINS. 

Number  of  applications  made  to  Council  under  Section  41  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875,  to  lay  bare  pipes  and  traps 


CELLAR  DWELLINGS. 


Cellars  found  occupied  as  dwellings 
Notices  served  to  vacate  same 


1 

1 


HOUSE-TO-HOUSE  INSPECTION 

Number  of  houses  visited  ... 

„  apartments  visited 

,,  „  found  clean 

,,  ,,  found  dirty 


39 

107 

107 


COURT  AND  ALLEY  INSPECTION. 

Number  of  visits  to  courts  and  alleys 
,,  W.C.’s  found  clean 

,,  ,,  found  dirty 

,,  ,,  re-inspected 

cleansed... 


424 

1,023 

11 

11 

11 


INSPECTION  OF  ICE  CREAM  CARTS,  &c. 
Number  of  visits  to  premises  where  Ice  Cream  is  manufactured  or  sold 


21 


UNFENCED  EXCAVATIONS. 
Number  of  quarries  found  in  an  unfenced  condition 
Notices  served  to  provide  proper  fences 


SPECIAL  COMPLAINTS. 
Number  of  special  complaints  received  and  dealt  with 


1,490 


HOUSES  WITH  INSUFFICIENT  ASHPITS. 

Number  of  houses  found  without  sufficient  ashpits  or  ashbins  ...  1,414 

,,  offensive  ashpits  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

PRIVY  CONVERSION. 

Number  of  offensive  privies  converted  into  proper  and  sufficient  water 
closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

MARINE  STORE  INSPECTION. 

Number  of  premises  entered  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

,,  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

,,  offensive  conditions  discovered  at  time  of  visit,  and  for 

which  notices  were  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

PETROLEUM  INSPECTION. 

Number  of  persons  licensed  to  store  Petrol,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  29 

,,  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

„  contraventions  discovered  (non-renewal  of  licenses)  ...  — 

(This  work  is  now  transferred  to  the  Watch  Committee). 


INSPECTION  OF  TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS. 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  encampments  and  caravans  ... 

,,  ,,  military  encampments,  etc.  ... 


504 

5 


Other  Inspections. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Number  of  Visits  to  Public  Buildings  (Conveniences)... 

..  ,,  Railway  Stations  ... 

,,  ,,  Schools 

,,  ,,  Hotels 

,,  ,,  Common  Conveniences 

,,  ,,  Public  Conveniences 

,,  ,,  Urinals 


103 

56 

4 

1 

1 

98 

69 


*2*2 


CANAL  BOAT  INSPECTION. 

The  number  of  Boats  inspected  in  1919  was  56. 

Number  of  B  ats  on  which  infringements  were  found  ...  ,  4 

Number  of  infringements  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Particulars  as  to  Infringements. 

Captain  not  being  in  possession  of  one  of  the  Certificates  of 


Registration...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Painting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cabins  not  being  weather-proof  and  dry  ...  ...  ...  1 

Notices  sent  in  respect  of  infringements  ...  ...  ...  4 


Legal  proceedings  were  not  taken  in  any  case. 
The  Council  is  not  a  Registration  Authority. 


WALLASEY  EARLY  CLOSING  ORDER. 

...  389- 


Number  of  visits  of  inspection  (by  day) 
,,  Reinspections 


322 


Under  the  new  Orders, 


»  „  „  (by  night) 

,,  instances  in  which  provisions  of  the  Act 

were  found  not  to  be  complied  with... 

,,  persons  warned  for  contravening  Act  ... 

,,  informations  laid  ... 

Amount  of  fines  and  costs 


shops  have  been  closed 
earlier  than  the  usual 
scheduled  hours. 


SEATS  FOR  SHOP  ASSISTANTS. 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

„  contraventions 

„  warnings 


SHOP  HOURS  ACTS,  1892-1912 

Number  of  shops  in  which'  young  persons  are  employed  ... 

,,  visits  of  inspection  to  shops 

,,  persons  warned 

,,  re-visits 


This  work  in 
abeyance. 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  ACT,  1903—1919. 


Number  of  inspections  ... 

,,  contraventions 

,,  persons  warned 

,,  informations  laid  ... 

,,  convictions 

Amount  of  fines  and  costs 

(Under  the  new  Order  the  Education  Authority  are  responsible 


228 

99 

99 


for  this  work) 
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Other  Sanitary  Work. 

FLUSHING. 


The  work  of  flushing  the  drains  from  house  to  house  has  been  continuously- 
carried  out  by  four  gangs  of  men  throughout  the  year. 


HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  WORK. 


Number  of  visits  to  streets 
,,  ,,  houses 

„  yard  W.C.’s  flushed 

,,  yard  gullies  flushed 

,,  drains  found  choked 

,,  drains  cleared 


3,554 

44,906 

43,159 

144,403 

11,040 

10,566 


SPECIAL  FLUSHING  IN  INFECTIOUS  CASES. 


Number  of  visits  to  streets 
,,  houses 

,,  yard  W.C.’s  flushed 

,,  yard  gullies  flushed 

,,  drains  found  choked 

,,  drains  cleared 


349 

349 

349 

1,224 

121 

113 


FLUSHING  OF  SCHOOLS,  HOSPITALS,  ETC. 

Number  of  visits  to  streets 

„  schools,  public  buildings,  etc.  ... 

„  yard  W.C.’s  flushed 

,,  yard  gullies  flushed 

,,  drains  found  choked 

,,  drains  cleared 


86 

117 

1,012 

4,252 

469 

469 


BACK  PASSAGES. 

Number  of  special  flushings  . 


937 
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Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. 

1.— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 

Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premise?. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories  . 

(Including  Factory  Laundries.) 

263 

10 

... 

Workshops . 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries.) 

1042 

25 

... 

Workplaces . 

(Other  than  Outworkers’ premises 
included  in  Part  3  of  this  Report) 

37 

1 

*  *  * 

Total 

1342 

36* 

... 

*Verbal  Notices  ...  44 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 

No.  of  Defects. 

particulars. 

Referred 

Found.  Remedied.  to  H.M. 

Inspector. 

Number  of 
Prosecutions. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  : — 

* 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  ...  27 

Want  of  Ventilation  ...  ...  1 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  ... 

Other  Nuisances  ...  ...  21 

Sanitary  Accommodation  : 

Insufficient  ...  .\.  . 

Unsuitable,  Defective  or  Dirty  14 
Not  Separate  for  Sexes  . 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  : — 

Illegal  Occupation  of  Under¬ 
ground  Bakehouse  (s.  101) 

Breach  of  Special  Sanitary 
Requirements  for  Bakehouses 
(ss.  97  to  100)  .  19 

Other  offences  (excluding  offences 
relating  to  outwork  which  are 
included  in  Part  3  of  this  Report) 


27 

1 

21 


14 


19 


Totals... 


82 


82 
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Factories. 


For  the  most  part  the  law  relating  to  Factories  is  admini¬ 
stered  by  the  Home  Office. 

263  visits  were,  however,  made  to  factories,  these  being 
chiefly  in  reference  to  sanitary  accommodation. 

The  number  of  Factories  on  the  Register  is  as  follows:  — 


Trade. 

Number  on 
Register. 

1 

Number  of 
Visits. 

Bakers 

8 

36 

Confectioners 

2 

39 

Boot  Makers  and  Repairers 

8 

16 

Laundries 

17 

135 

Wheelwrights  and  Smiths 

2 

1 

Joiners 

3 

2. 

Coffin  Makers 

1 

— 

Motor  Engineers 

3 

1 

Stonemasons 

2 

— 

Printers 

1 

|  — 

Artificial  Manure  Makers... 

1 

— - 

Fountain  Pen  Makers 

1 

5 

Boat  Builders 

9 

hj 

2 

Firelighter  Manufacturers 

3 

2 

Timber  Merchants  ... 

9 

0 

V 

Flour  Millers 

3 

3 

Spring  Makers 

1 

1 

Provender  Dealers  ... 

3 

1 

Brick  Makers 

3 

2 

Brewers 

1 

— 

Engineers 

4 

2 

Concrete  Makers 

- — ■ 

— 

Oil  Storages  ... 

1 

1 

Creosoting  Works  ... 

— 

Ore  Merchants 

1 

1 

Treacle  Works 

1 

1 

Leather  Belting  Manufacturers  ... 

1 

1 

Destructor  Works  ... 

1 

— 

Tramway  Depot  and  Electricity  Works 

2 

— 

Gas  and  Water  Works 

1 

— 

Smokeless  Fuel  Works 

— 

— 

Insulating  Works  ... 

— 

— 

Cereal  Mills  ... 

1 

1 

Builders’  Merchants 

1 

2 

Ice  Maker 

■ — 

— 

Lock  Manufacturer  ...  ...  ... 

i 

2 

Biscuit  ,, 

1 

— 

Fruit  Merchant 

1 

— 

Mineral  Water  Manufacturer 

2 

1 

Varnish  Makers 

1 

1 

Chain  Maker... 

2 

1 

Corn  Warehouses  ... 

1 

1 

Totals  ... 

90 

263 

t 
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All  the  Workshops  and  Workplaces  on  the  Register  were 
regularly  inspected,  with  the  result  as  shown  in  the  Summary 
which  follows. 

Workshops. 

The  Number  of  Workshops  on  the  Register  approximately 
is  as  follows  :  — 


Trade. 

Number  on 
Register. 

Appr’ximate 
Number  of 
Persons 
Employed. 

Number  of 
Visits. 

Bakers  ... 

44 

80 

241 

Confectioners  ... 

53 

108 

394 

Laundries 

18 

31 

79 

Tailors  ... 

20 

75 

39 

Dressmakers  and  Milliners... 

65 

130 

208 

Bootmakers  and  Repairers  ... 

53 

75 

54 

Cabinet  Makers  and  Upholsterers... 

11 

11 

5 

Watchmakers  and  Repairers 

7 

9 

6 

Tinsmiths 

1 

2 

2 

Saddlers 

3 

3 

1 

Leadlight  Manufacturers  ... 

1 

6 

2 

Picture  Framers 

2 

2 

2 

Printers... 

4 

7 

5 

Photographers 

1 

3 

— 

Coffin  Makers  ... 

2 

2 

2 

Tile  Manufacturers  ... 

1 

4 

2 

Totals  ... 

286 

548 

1042 

Workplaces. 

The  Number  of  Workplaces  on  the  Register  approximately 
is  as  follows:  — 


Trade. 

Number  on 
Register. 

Appr’xi  mate 
Number  of 
Persons 
Employed. 

Number  of 
Visits. 

Cycle  Builders  and  Repairers 

13 

17 

10 

Wheelwrights  and  Smiths  ... 

10 

20 

10 

Joiners  ... 

17 

23 

9 

Wringing  Machine  Repairers 

1 

1 

— 

.Motor  Engineers  and  Repairers  ... 

3 

5 

— 

Stonemasons  ... 

2 

3 

3 

Stevedores 

4 

120 

— 

Coopers... 

1 

2 

1 

Bottle  Washers 

1 

1 

1 

Shippers 

3 

300 

3 

Coach  Builders 

i 

2 

— 

Totals  ... 

56 

494 

37 
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Schools. 

The  Report  with  regard  to  the  Medical  Inspection  of 
School  Children  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report. 

There  are  14  Public  Elementary  Day  Schools  in  the 
Borough  ;  9  are  of  modern  construction,  and  are  in  every  way 
excellent.  The  old  schools  do  not  touch  the  modern  stan¬ 
dard,  but  while  they  could  be  improved,  both  as  regards 
means  of  ventilation  and  light,  their  condition  cannot  be 
described  as  other  than  satisfactory. 

The  water  supply  to  the  schools  is  in  every  case  from  the 
Council’s  main. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  during  the  year  to  close  any 
schools  owing  to  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring  amongst  the  scholars 
are  notified  to  me  by  the  Director  of  Education.  All  these 
cases  are  visited,  and  a  report  on  each  case  is  sent  to  that 
official.  AY  lien  ever  there  is  a  suspicion  that  diseases  are  be¬ 
ing  spread  by  means  of  the  school  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  visits  the  particular  school  in  question,  and  examines 
and  excludes  those  children  he  thinks  necessary.  Any  sug- 
gestions  lie  has  made  in  this  respect  have  always  been  carried 
out. 


The  following  Tables  show  the  number  of  cases  of 

SUSPECTED  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  DEPORTED  BY 
THE  SCHOOL  AUTHORITIES:  — 

TABLE  I. 


Cases  of  Suspected  Infectious  Disease  notified  by  Elementary  Educa¬ 
tion  Authority  (per  reports  of  Head  Teachers  or  Attendance  Officers)  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  past  year. 


School. 

Measles. 

Chicken-pox. 

Whooping- 

Cough. 

1  £ 
§J 

Totals. 

Totals  under  “ 

Other 

<N_ 

Diseases.  ” 

Mumps. 

Scarlet. 

V 

X 

4-> 

Sore 

Throat. 

x 

w 

£  x 
<d 

g  * 
_ 

-K  1— 1 

Itch. 

X 

X 

rC 

r.  , 

1 

Glands. 

Various, 

St.  Paul’s  . 

3 

1 

2 

6 

1 

1 

St.  Joseph’s  . 

5 

•  •  • 

5 

| 

.  .  . 

. . . 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

Riverside  . 

6 

2 

... 

15 

23 

10 

4 

*  •  . 

1 

... 

... 

... 

Somerville . 

4 

45 

3 

12 

64 

10 

,  •  • 

>  •  • 

1 

1 

.  •  . 

Poulton . 

2 

24 

... 

38 

64 

... 

14 

6 

3 

7 

4 

1 

1 

2 

... 

Church  Street _ 

14 

11 

1 

6 

32 

1 

1 

3 

1 

St.  Mary’s . 

1 

16 

1  . 

3 

21 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

St.  Alban’s  . 

11 

24 

3 

38 

3 

>  •  • 

... 

... 

Manor  Road . 

12 

22 

2 

27 

63 

8 

7 

2 

3 

6 

... 

1 

Magazine  Lane  ... 

1 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Egerton  Street . 

8 

2 

10 

2 

... 

S.S.  Peter  &  Paul 

... 

... 

Vaughan  Road . 

10 

3 

... 

9 

22 

... 

3 

... 

... 

... 

6 

... 

... 

... 

Wallasey  . 

3 

13 

17 

33 

.  . . 

8 

2 

1 

1 

4l 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

Totals  ... 

74 

166 

7 

135 

382 

36 

38 

10 

4 

16 

23 

1 

2 

2 

3 

Totals  in  W  ARDS. 


Ward. 

Cases. 

Ward. 

Cases 

1 . 

...  23 

7 . 

.  31 

2 

...  34 

QO 

8 . 

o 

.  2G 

00 

o . 

4 . 

.  .  . 

56 

Q<) 

J . 

10 . 

id  — 

.  ...  35 

o . 

6 . 

...  21 

Total  ...  382 

TABLE  II. 
CASES  VISITED. 


Total  number  visited. 

Number  found  not 
suffering  as  reported. 

Measles . 

74 

2 

Chicken-Pox . 

166 

6 

Whooping-Cough  . 

7 

Mumps  . 

36 

10 

Other  Diseases . 

99 

9 

Total . 

382 

27 

Of  the  166  Chicken-pox  Cases  visited,  0  were  not  vaccinated;  110  were 
well  vaccinated,  4  marks;  31  had  2  marks;  and  25  had  1  mark. 


anous 
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Number  of  Suspected  Cases  reported  in  each  month. 


GO 

<U 

cn 

c3 

V 

Chicken-pox. 

i 

be 

'pSl 

C  D 

O  O 

Other 

Diseases. 

Total. 

Totals  under  ‘  Other 

Diseases.  ’ 

rA 

< 

!  2 

PS 

. 

% 

1 

Diph¬ 

theria. 

’ 

Sore 

Throat. 

GO 

M 

£  CO 

eg  V 

2  rx 

0)  CD 

^  rP 

Itch. 

Phthisis. 

X 

r-> 

Various.  J 

January . 

8 

25 

ry 

( 

40 

4 

2 

1 

February  . 

3 

1 

1 

6 

11 

3 

.  .  . 

2 

1 

... 

March . 

5 

9 

1 

18 

33 

3 

8 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

April  . 

8 

7 

1 

8 

24 

4 

2 

2 

Mav  . 

15 

16 

1 

17 

49 

1 

<  .  . 

3 

12 

1 

June  . 

15 

9 

1 

17 

42 

•  •  • 

9 

3 

5 

July . 

7 

5 

3 

15 

1 

2 

August  . 

2 

2 

2 

September . 

2 

3 

9 

14 

1 

7 

... 

... 

1 

October  . 

1 

26 

12 

39 

5 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

November . 

5 

31 

1 

15 

52 

2 

7 

1 

4 

1 

December  . 

5 

34 

1 

21 

61 

10 

... 

6 

... 

4 

.  .  . 

1 

... 

Totals  ... 

74 

166 

7 

135 

382 

36 

j 

38 

10 

4 

16 

23 

1 

2 

2 

3 

School  Notifications  in  Wards. 


Ward. 

•S9ISTOPI 

Chicken-pox. 

bp 

A  it 
o  s 

O  O 

AO 

Other 

Diseases. 

Total . 

Totals  under  “  Other  Diseases  ” 

J- 

GO 

Scarlet. 

AS 

•JE  CD 

"""  -A 

a) 

05.3 

H 

72 

rH 

£  vf 

S  X 
r-  ^ 

S  CD 

w 

Itch. 

Phthisis 

Glands. 

Various. 

1  . 

10 

3 

... 

10 

23 

3 

... 

( 

2 

hj  . . 

8 

5 

21 

34 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

6 

2 

2 

1 

3  . . 

9 

22 

1 

32 

... 

... 

... 

4  . 

9 

17 

1 

29 

56 

9 

5 

9 

1 

9 

2 

1 

5  . 

11 

16 

1 

4 

32 

2 

2 

6  . 

7 

i 

1 

6 

21 

2 

2 

i 

1 

7  . 

5 

5 

21 

31 

14 

3 

, . 

... 

4 

8  . 

4 

9 

13 

26 

7 

2 

3 

1 

... 

9  . 

6 

69 

3 

14 

t2 

10 

3 

1 

10  . 

5 

13 

17 

35 

8 

2 

1 

1 

4 

... 

1 

Totals  ... 

74 

166 

7 

135 

382 

I 

36 

38 

10 

4 

16 

23 

1 

2 

2 

3 
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Food. 

Milk  Supply. 

While  the  conditions  under  which  milk  is  sold  in  the 
majority  of  instances  are  excellent,  there  are  many  general 
shops  which  retail  milk,  and  in  which  the  conditions  are  far 
from  satisfactory.  These  small  shops  are  difficult  to  super¬ 
vise, -both  from  the  point  of  view  of  adulteration  and  of  clean¬ 
liness.  Local  Authorities  at  the  moment  have  no  power  to 
refuse  to  register  anyone  who  wishes  to  sell  -milk.  It  would 
be  a  ATery  great  advantage  if  Local  Authorities  possessed  the 
power  to  refuse  registration.  The  sale  of  milk  would  then 
be  confined  to  fewer  hands  and  to  premises  specially  adapted 
for  the  purpose,  and  where  only  dairy  produce  is  sold,  thus 
considerably  diminishing  the  risk  of  contamination. 

The  bulk  of  the  wholesale  trade  in  milk  in  Wallasey  is 
in  the  hands  of  half-a-dozen  dealers.  The  supplies  come 
chiefly  from  the  rural  districts  of  Cheshire,  Flintshire,  Den¬ 
bighshire  and  Shropshire.  It  is  estimated  that  the  total 
quantity  of  milk  coming  into  Wallasey  each  day  is  29,188 
gallons. 

As  regards  the  wholesomeness  of  the  milk,  the  Public 
Analyst  reports  that,  c£  The  average  composition  of  the  whole 
of  the  milks  received  during  the  year  was,  Fat  3*46  per  cent., 
and  Solids,  not  fat,  8-80  per  cent.  This  includes  the  adul¬ 
terated  samples,  and  can  only  be  regarded  as  excellent.” 

Action  taken  re  Tuberculous  Milk. 

12  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  for  the 
purpose  of  bacteriological  examination,  when  it  was  found 
tli at  three  of  them  were  tubercular.  These  three  proved  to 
be  imported  milk.  The  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the 
respective  districts  were  at  once  communicated  with,  and 
they  took  prompt  steps  to  isolate  the  affected  animals,  the 
delivery  of  milk  into  Wallasey  from  the  particular  farms 
being  in  the  meantime  prohibited.  The  above  samples  in¬ 
cluded  those  taken  from  all  the  local  cowkeepers. 


Milk  and  Cream  Peculations,  1912  and  1917. 

No  samples  of  cream  were  taken  during  the  year. 

Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1918. 

The  Committee  decided  in  October  to  grant  milk  to 
mothers,  and  also  to  children  up  to  the  age  of  five  years  ;  and 
up  to  December  31st  311  pints  of  milk  were  given  to  five 

families.  The  wage  standard  of  those  entitled  to  free  milk 

* 

adopted  by  the  Committee  was  the  total  disablement  allow¬ 
ance  of  the  Government  to  ex-soldiers. 

1,401  lb.  packets  of  dried  milk  were  given  free,  during 
1919,  at  a  cost  of  £140  3s.  Id.,  as  against  458  lb.  packets, 
and  a  cost  of  £41  19s.  8d.,  during  the  period  May  1st  to 

December  31st,  1918. 

610  free  dinners  were  given  to  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  in  1919,  at  a  cost  of  £12  14s.  2d.,  against  57  given 
in  1918  at  a  cost  of  £1  3s.  9d. 

The  average  weekly  distribution  of  dried  milk  from  the 
Child  Welfare  Centre  was  182  lb.  packets. 

It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  Dried  Milk 
distributed  at  our  Child  Welfare  Centre  was  sold  at  cost  price, 
which  means  a  considerable  reduction  on  the  prices  charged 
by  the  retailers,  and  which,  having  regard  to  the  dearness  of 
milk,  has  proved  an  immense  boon  to  a  very  large  number  of 
children  and  mothers. 

(VI eat  Inspection. 

All  Butchers’  Shops  in  the  Borough  are  reguarly  visited 
by  the  Meat  Inspector,  as  are  also  the  Wallasey  and  Alfred 
Lairages,  in  which  the  bulk  of  the  meat  sold  in  the  district 
is  killed. 

Slaughter-house  Inspection. 

TT  lere  are  two  registered  and  two  licensed  Slaughter¬ 
houses  in  the  Borough. 

There  is  no  Public  Abbatoir. 

There  are  no  special  inspection  arrangements  as  to  time 
of  slaughter,  but  the  Meat  Inspector  examines  the  carcases 
of  all  the  animals  after  slaughter,  and  the  local  butchers  are 


iii  the  habit  of  ringing  up  to  request  a  visit  from  that  officer 
when  they  discover  any  sign  of  disease  when  slaughtering  the 
animal.  I  think  it  may  be  said  that  no  carcase  leaves  any  of 
the  slaughter-houses  or  lairages  in  the  Borough  without  an 
inspection  of  the  offal  and  the  carcase  by  the  Meat  Inspector. 
The  following  tables  give  details  with  regard  to  inspection 
during  the  past  year  :  — 


SHOP  AND  SLAUGHTER-HOUSE  INSPECTION. 

Number  of  visits  to  shops  and  Private  Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  2,213 

Amount  of  Meat,  etc.,  seized  and  destroyed  as  unfit  for  human  food,  21,791  lbs, 
consisting  of : 


Beef 

8,093  lbs. 

Mutton  ... 

2,031  „ 

Veal  . 

1,427  „ 

Offal  . 

7,253  „ 

Pork 

578  „ 

Miscellaneous  ... 

2,409  „ 

Total 

...  21,791  „ 

Number  of  visits  to  pork  shops  and  premises  where  meats  are 

prepared  for  sale 
,,  ,,  butchers’ shops 

,,  ,,  fish  and  poultry  shops 

,,  „  fried  fish  shops 

„  inspections  of  hawkers’ carts  and  baskets  ... 


3,180 

4,827 

2,357 

816 

486 


INSPECTION  OF  CATTLE  PENS. 

Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,632 


INSPECTION  OF  PIGGERIES. 

Number  of  Piggeries  in  the  Borough 
,,  inspections  paid  ... 


30 

1,165 


Number  of  Animals  Slaughtered  at  the  Wallasey  and 
Alfred  Lairages  during  the  Year  1919. 


Lairages 

Foreign 

Coastwise 

Oxen 

Sheep 

Oxen 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Goats 

*  Wallasey  ... 

*  Alfred . 

— 

— 

781 

10 

23 

234,963 

495 

1,791 

Totals 

— 

— 

791 

23 

234,963 

495 

1,791 

*  These  figures  are  supplied  by  the  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board. 


Table  showing  (A)  amount  of  Tuberculous  Meat 

Destroyed. 


Private  Slaughter  Houses 

Lairages 

Beef . 

CARCASES 

9 

QUARTERS 

6 

CARCASES 

17 

QUARTERS 

17 

Mutton . 

- — 

— 

1 

— 

Pork  . 

1 

4  pigs’ heads 

1 

2  pigs’  heads 

Veal  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(B)  Amount  Destroyed  for  other  causes. 


Private  Slaughter-houses 

Lairages 

Beef . 

CARCASES 

3 

QUARTERS 

4 

CARCASES 

37 

QUARTERS 

16 

Mutton  . 

7 

11 

776 

9 

Pork  . 

2 

1 

4 

4 

Lamb  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

44 

... 

Veal  . 

10 

105 

... 

Goats  . 

•  *  • 

120 

... 

Total  ... 

22 

16 

1,086 

29 

In  addition  to  above,  440  carcases  of  immature  veal,  and  30  carcases  of 

lamb. 

Amount  of  Meat  taken  from  the  Lairages  and  destroyed  as 

unfit  for  human  food  . 112,546  lbs. 

Table  showing  the  number  of  Animals  Landed  at  Wallasey" 
and  Alfred  Lairages,  and  passed  through  Alive  to 
various  parts  of  the  Kingdom. 


Oxen 

Calves 

Lambs,  Sheep 
and  Goats 

Pigs 

78,683 

860 

121.396 

28,468 

INSPECTION  OF  LAIRAGES. 


Number  of  visits  paid  to  the  Wallasey  and  Alfred  Lairages 
during  the  year . 


1 ,418 


Other  Foods. 


Unsound  Food  and  Food  Inspection. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  on  their  districts  have  instruc¬ 
tions  to  keep  a  watch  on  Greengrocers’  and  other  premises  in 
which  food  of  a  perishable  nature  is  sold,  and  in  the  event  of 
any  being  found  unsound  to  report  the  matter  at  once,  so  that 
steps  may  be  taken  to  prevent  the  stuff  being  sold.  Ho 
seizures  were,  however,  necessary  during  the  year. 


Sanitary  Condition  of  Premises  where  Food  is  prepared, 

etc. 

Existing  powers  to  deal  with  places  where  foods  are 
manufactured  or  cooked  are  quite  inadequate.  There  are  no 
powers  for  dealing  with  such  places,  except  in  so  far  as  the 
conditions  would  come  under  the  nuisance  clauses  of  the 
Public  Health  x4.ct.  In  my  opinion  there  should  at  least  be 
the  same  powers  given  to  Local  Authorities  with  regard  to 
the  places  where  food  is  prepared  as  the  Factory  and  Work¬ 
shop  Act  gives  with  regard  to  bakehouses,  e.g.,  the  prohibi¬ 
tion  of  underground  sausage-making  premises;  and,  in  addi¬ 
tion,  the  Local  Authority  should  have  powers  to  make  Bye- 
Laws  to  enforce  personal  cleanliness  in  the  workers,  the 
cleanliness  of  utensils  used,  and  at  the  same  time  prohibit 
persons  suffering  from  advanced  tuberculosis  from  being  en¬ 
gaged  in  this  occupation. 


Bakehouses. 

These  additional  powers  should  also  obtain  with  regard 
to  bakehouses.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  when  visiting  an 
underground  bakehouse  or  cookhouse  to  find  the  baking 
utensils  covered  with  dirty  old  sacks,  for  the  baker’s  boots 
and  clothes  to  be  placed  on  the  tables,  and  for  no  provision 
to  be  made  for  the  washing  of  the  workers’  hands.  Beyond 
giving  advice  as  to  the  necessity  for  cleanliness,  and  so  on, 
which  advice  can  be  followed  or  not  by  the  worker,  at  present 
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one  lias  no  powers  for  dealing  with  these  matters.  In  my 
view  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  use  of  all  underground 
bakehouses  should  be  forbidden. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  107  Bakehouses  in 
occupation  (of  which  9  were  underground),  many  of  which  are 
only  used  occasionally. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  of  inspection 
during  the  year  in  connection  with  Bakehouses  :  — 


BAKEHOUSES. 

Number  on  Register  ... 

,,  of  visits  made 

,,  re-visits  ... 

,,  bakehouses  found  dirty  (walls  and  ceilings) 

„  notices  issued  for  lime  washing 

,,  bakehouses  lime  washed  without  notice 

„  notices  issued  for  defective  drainage 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  walls  and  floors 

„  ,,  ,,  to  repair  defective  ceilings  ... 

,,  ,,  ,,  to  cleanse  tables,  utensils,  &c. 

,,  ,,  ,,  to  clean  areas... 

,,  references  to  Factory  Inspector 


52 

277 

29 

14 

13 

1 

3 

3 


CONFECTIONERY  BAKEHOUSES. 

Number  on  Register... 

,,  of  visits  made 
,,  re-visits  ... 

„  found  dirty  (walls  and  ceilings) 

,,  notions  issued  for  lime  washing 

,,  bakehouses  limed  without  notice 

„  notices  issued  for  defective  drainage.  &c.  ... 

,,  ,,  ,,  to  cleanse  floors,  utensils,  &c. 

,,  ,,  ,,  for  various  defects 

,,  references  to  Factory  Inspector 


55 

433 

10 

6 

1 

5 

3 

1 


Administration  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 
Milkshops  Orders  of  1885  and  1889. 

There  are  15  Cowsheds  on  the  register,  to  which  300 
visits  were  paid  during  the  year.  The  number  of  cows  in  the 
registered  sheds  at  December  31st  was  56,  and  the  number  of 
Cowkeepers  7. 

The  following  is  a  summary  showing  the  work  of  inspec¬ 


tion  during  the  year  in  connection  with 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Number  of  Milkshops  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  134 

,,  shippons  with  Milkstores  attached  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

,,  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  701 

,,  notices  served  for  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

,,  notices  served  re  utensils  and  covering  of  milk  vessels  ...  9 

,,  notices  served  requiring  the  removal  of  manure  ...  ...  — 

„  notices  served  requiring  liming  or  cleansing  ...  ...  54 

notices  complied  with ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 


Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Acts 

and  Orders. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done  during 
1919  under  the  above  :  — 

Number  of  Licences  received  from  other  Authorities  with  regard 


to  the  removal  of  swine  ...  .  129 

swine  referred  to  in  such  Licences . 1,061 

visits  in  connection  therewith .  256 

Licences  received  from  other  Authorities  with  regard 

to  the  removal  of  sheep  and  lambs .  3 

sheep  and  lambs  referred  to  in  such  Licences .  381 

visits  in  connection  with  such  Licences .  6 

Swine  Movement  Licences  issued  from  this  district  ...  11 

swine  referred  to  in  such  Licences .  100 

cases  of  Parasitic  Mange  notified  .  2 

visits  to  same .  48 

horses  examined  .  18 

swine  examined  .  350 

stables  disinfected  .  4 


Under  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations  of  the  Board  o>f 
Agriculture  a  Veterinary  Surgeon  was  appointed  in  1913. 
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Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Summary  of  Samples  submitted  during  the  Year  to  the 

Public  Analyst. 


Name  of  Sample. 

No.  of 
Samples 
obtained. 

Total  No. 
of  Samples 
Analysed. 

Total  No.  of 
Samples 

Certified  as 
Adulterated 

Milk  (Local) 

32  \ 

„  (Transit) 

39  / 

( 1 

i 

Pepper 

18 

18 

Coffee  ...  . 

24 

24 

l 

Lard 

21 

21 

Arrowroot 

2 

2 

Ground  Ginger  ... 

2 

2 

Self-raising  Flour 

2 

2 

Oatmeal  ... 

2 

2 

Cocoa 

3 

3 

Barley 

1 

1 

Pice 

1 

1 

Camphorated  Oil... 

3 

3 

Olive  Oil  ... 

1 

1 

Gregory  Powder... 

4 

4 

3 

Epsom  Salts 

5 

5 

Glauber  Salts 

1 

1 

Boracic  Acid 

1 

1 

Carbonate  of  Potash 

2 

2 

Cream  of  Tartar  ... 

3 

3 

i 

Margarine 

14 

14 

l 

Butter 

2 

9 

Borax 

4 

4 

3 

Vinegar 

5 

5 

1 

Potted  Shrimps  ... 

6 

6 

r* 

o 

Honey 

2 

2 

Cornflour  ... 

2 

2 

Cheese 

2 

2 

Fluid  Magnesia  ... 

3 

3 

Tincture  of  Iodine  . 

1 

1 

Seidlitz  Powder  ... 

3 

3 

1 

Glycerine  ... 

1 

1 

Tartaric  Acid 

2 

2 

Baking  Powder  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Totals  ... 

_ _ 

215 

"  | 

215 

22 

PROSECUTIONS. 


Proceedings  were  instituted  in  tlie  following  cases  :  — 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 


Milk,  20%  deficient  in  fat.  Fined  <£15. 


10%  ,,  ,,  Fined  £10. 

26%  ,,  ,,  Dismissed. 


Borax,  25  parts  per  million  Arsenic.  Fined  .£1  and  £1  16s. 


costs. 


7.  Gregory  Powder,  45%  Magnesium  Carbonate.  Fined 
2s.  6d.  and  £1  16s.  costs. 


Prosecutions  were  not  instituted  in  regard  to  2  samples 
of  Milk,  1  Baking  Powder,  1  Seidlitz  Powder,  and  1  Cream 
of  Tartar,  the  adulterations  being  so  slight.  The  sellers 
were,  however,  cautioned. 

I  sample  of  Coffee  containing  3%  Chicory,  1  sample 
of  Vinegar  2-5  deficient  of  Acetic  Acid,  and  1  sample 
of  Margarine  containing  0*7%  Boric  Acid,  were  test  samples. 
Subsequent  samples  purchased  in  a  similar  way  were  found 
to  be  genuine.  No  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  3  samples 
of  Potted  Shrimps  containing  from  40  to  56  grains  per  lb. 
Boric  Acid. 

The  remaining  adulterated  samples  of  Gregory  Powder 
and  Borax  were  test  samples,  and  led  up  to  the  purchasing  of 
official  samples,  for  which  the  sellers  were  prosecuted,  and 
convicted. 

The  adulteration  of  all  samples  submitted  for  analysis 
was  19%. 
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Prevalence  of  and  Control  over 
Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  Tables  show  particulars  of  the  notifications  of 
Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Borough  during  1919. 
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Isolation  Hospitals:  Mill  Lane  Hospital*  (Poulton) ;  Leasowe  Road  Small-pox  Hospital  t  (Wallasey);  Mill  Lane  Sanatorium  (Poillton). 
*  Total  available  beds,  90.  f  Total  available  beds,  20.  A  new  Phthisis  Pavilion  with  22  beds,  completed  early  in  1916. 
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The  following-  table  shows  the  number  of  Notifications 
during  the  pash, twelve  years:  — 


Disease.  1908  1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

Small-pox  .  1 

7 

10 

1 

3 

Diphtheria  and  ^ 

Membranous  Croup)  72 

57 

41 

62 

75 

44 

84 

89 

68 

46 

49 

71 

Erysipelas  ...  32 

32 

32 

42 

28 

21 

47 

34 

21 

20 

12 

22 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  248 

716 

329 

286 

307 

312 

249 

210 

119 

189 

361 

286 

Typhus  . 

... 

... 

.  .  , 

.  .  , 

... 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

Typhoid  .  34 

18 

14 

24 

16 

19 

22 

14 

11 

2 

4 

1 

Puerperal  Fever...  3 

2 

4 

3 

3 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

4 

2 

Phthisis  . 

... 

71 

176 

158 

171 

130 

181 

192 

182 

115 

N  on-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  . 

66 

38 

39 

48 

25 

16 

52 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Meningitis  ...  1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Acute  Polio-Myelitis  ... 

... 

,  ,  , 

... 

1 

... 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
(from  April  1st,  1914) 

16 

8 

17 

12 

9 

9 

Measles  . 

... 

,  .  . 

... 

... 

1,116 

751 

533 

98 

„  (German) . 

... 

379 

164 

65 

144 

Malaria 

24 

Dysentery . 

... 

3 

Trench  Fever  . 

Influenzal  Pneumonia 

130 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Totals  . 391 

825 

430 

498 

606 

621 

630 

528  1,962  1,403  1,236 

962 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  1919  was 
286,  compared  with  361  in  1918.  The  number  of  deaths  in 
1919  was  5,  giving  a  rate  per  1,000  persons  living  of  0-05. 

The  incidence  of  the  disease  was  below  normal  during 
the  year,  the  highest  number  of  cases  occurring  in  January. 
The  usual  Autumnal  rise  was  conspicuous  by  its  absence,  the 
number  of  notifications  in  December  being  actually  the  third 
lowest  in  any  month  during  the  year.  There  was  nothing  to 
indicate  spread  by  milk. 
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The  number  of  cases  admitted  to  Hospital  was  167,  of 
whom  3  died.  With  regard  to  the  cases  nursed  at  home:  — 


From  7  houses  2  cases  were  notified  at  the  same  time. 
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In  houses  where  two  or  more  cases  occurred,  the  follow¬ 
ing  were  removed  to  hospital  at  the  intervals  named:  — 


In 
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instances  2  cases 
instances  a  case 


were  removed  at  the  same  time. 
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“Return”  Cases. 


There  were  5  “return”  cases  during  the  year. 


Case  No.  1.  Admitted  5/1/19.  Discharged  14/2/19. 

Second  infected  case:  onset  24/2/19. 

First  case  quite  well;  no  discharges. 

Interval  between  first  case  and  onset  of  second,  50  days. 


Case  No.  2.  Admitted  19/1/19.  Discharged  22/2/19. 

Second  infected  case:  onset  5/3/19. 

First  case  quite  well;  no  discharges. 

Interval  between  first  case  and  onset  of  second,  45  days. 

Case  No.  3.  Admitted  10/2/19.  Discharged  6/3/19. 

Second  infected  case  admitted  18/3/19. 

First  case  quite  well;  no  discharges. 

Interval  between  first  case  and  onset  of  second,  42  days. 

Case  No.  4.  Admitted  26/9/19.  Discharged  4/11/19. 

Second  infected  case:  onset  11/11/19. 

First  case  quite  well;  no  discharges. 

Interval  between  first  case  and  onset  of  second,  46  days. 
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Caso  No.  5.  Admitted  10/10/19.  Discharged  12/11/19. 

Second  infected  case:  onset  17/11/19. 

First  case — no  complications  when  in  hospital. 

Said  to  have  had  a  snuffling,  but  no  nasal  discharge,  since* 
return  home. 

Interval  between  first  case  and  onset  of  second.  38  days. 

Except  in  the  last  of  these  “return  cases  there  was  no 
evidence  that  the  case  going  out  of  hospital  had  infected  the 
second  case,  and  the  evidence  in  the  latter  case  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  slight.  The  experience  this  year  with  regard  to  “  re¬ 
turn  ”  cases  confirms  my  previous  experience  that  in  more 
than  50  per  cent,  of  the  so-called  “  return  cases  there  is  no 
evidence  to  show  that  the  infection  was  conveyed  by  the  first 
case,  so  far  as  our  present  knowledge  and  methods  of  exami¬ 
nation  go.  The  “  return  ”  case  to  my  mind  therefore,  means 
nothing  more  than  that  the  second  case  has  occurred  in  the 
house  within  a  month  after  the  return  to  that  house  of  a  case 
of  Scarlet  Fever  from  hospital.  It  in  no  way  implies  that  the 
second  case  was  due  to  the  first.  It  is  the  experience  of 
everyone  connected  with  fever  hospitals  that  very  frequently 
a  second  case  from  a  house  is  admitted  a  day  or  two  before 
the  first  case  has  been  discharged.  If  the  first  case  had  been 
discharged  a  day  or  two  before  the  second  case  was  admitted 
the  second  would  have  been  called  a  “  return  ”  case.  Let  me 
give  an  example  that  occurred  this  year. 


The  first  case,  admitted  8/1/19,  discharged  15/2/19. — 
Before  this  case  reached  home  another  child  in  the  same 
house  developed  a  sore  throat  and  was  admitted  to  hospital 
the  next  day,  followed  by  four  others. 

It  is  quite  obvious  that  if  the  first  child  had  been 
discharged  two  days  earlier  the  onset  of  the  sore  throat 
in  the  second  and  subsequent  children  would  have  been 
ascribed  to  infection  conveyed  from  the  hospital ;  and  as  there 
were  five  other  cases  the  first  case  would  have  been  blamed 
for  the  lot.  Before  we  can  dogmatise  on  the  subject  of 
“  return  ”  cases  we  need  more  knowledge  than  we  at  present 


possess. 


The  following  table  gives  some  very  interesting  infor¬ 
mation  with  regard  to  Scarlet  Fever  cases  in  this  district 
since  the  year  1881  :  — 

Statistics  re  Scarlet  Fever  since  1881. 


r 

Year. 

Estimated 
Population  at 
Middle  of  Year. 

Total 

Notifications. 

Attack  Rate 
per  1,000  of 
Population. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Death  Rate 

per  cent. 

of  Cases. 

Death  Rate 

per  1,000 

of  Population. 

No.  of  Cases 

Admitted  to 

Hospital. 

Percentage  of 

Cases  removed 

to  Hospital. 

No.  of  Deaths 

in  Hospital. 

Percentage  of 

Deaths  in 

Hospital  to 
Admissions, 

1881... 

21,192 

(Census) 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1882... 

22,743: 

.«  » 

29 

... 

1-27 

.  .  i 

.  4  4 

1883... 

24,037: 

... 

21 

... 

0*87 

... 

1884... 

25,228: 

5 

018 

... 

1885... 

28,000 

4 

.  •  . 

014 

... 

... 

1886... 

29,500 

4 

013 

4  4  4 

1887... 

30,500 

8 

... 

0*26 

* 

... 

... 

1888... 

31,500 

1 

003 

10 

... 

1889... 

32,500 

t 

15 

013 

25 

... 

3 

12*0 

1890... 

34,000 

116 

3-4 

12 

10*3 

0-35 

17 

14-6 

2 

11-8 

1891... 

33,500 
"  Census ] 

,  33,229  j 

89 

2-6 

7 

7-8 

0-21 

18 

20-2 

1 

5’5 

1892... 

34,500 

49 

1*1 

3 

61 

0-09 

9 

181 

1 

111 

1893... 

35,500 

123 

3-4 

2 

1-6 

0-06 

21 

17-0 

1 

4-8 

1894... 

37,000 

246 

6-0 

5 

ro 

013 

56 

227 

•  4  4 

1895... 

39,000 

130 

3-3 

4 

3-0 

010 

47 

361 

2 

4-2 

1896... 

41,500 

157 

3-7 

4 

2*5 

0-09 

60 

38'2 

3 

5-0 

1897... 

44,000 

256 

5-8 

15 

5-8 

0-34 

123 

48*0 

7 

5*7 

1898... 

46,800 

220 

4*7 

11 

5-0 

0-23 

97 

441 

7 

7-2 

1899... 

49,000 

167 

3-4 

5 

30 

010 

89 

53-3 

3 

3-3 

1900... 

52,000 

119 

2*3 

4 

33 

0-08 

60 

50*4 

2 

3‘3 

1901... 

54,000 
'  Census  f 
.  53,579  ) 

147 

2-7 

5 

3-4 

0-09 

68 

45-5 

4 

5-9 

1902... 

55,000 

293 

5-3 

5 

1-7 

0*09 

199 

67-9 

4 

2-0 

1903... 

56,000 

440 

7-8 

18 

41 

0-32 

309 

70-2 

11 

3‘5 

1904... 

57,000 

270 

4‘7 

8 

3-0 

014 

170 

62’9 

n 

i 

41 

1905... 

58,500 

348 

5-9 

6 

1*7 

010 

227 

62-0 

3 

13 

1906... 

62,000 

266 

4-3 

6 

2-2 

0-09 

178 

66-9 

6 

3-3 

1907... 

67,000 

255 

3‘8 

6 

2-3 

0-08 

188 

73-7 

6 

3-2 

1908... 

71,000 

248 

3-5 

10 

4-0 

014 

174 

701 

9 

51 

1909... 

73,000 

716 

9-8 

20 

27 

0-27 

507 

70-8 

14 

21 

1910... 

75,000 

329 

4-3 

3 

0-5 

0'04 

229 

696 

2 

0-8 

1911... 

_  79,000 
*  Census ) 

.  78,504  ) 

286 

3-6 

2 

0-7 

0'02 

189 

661 

1 

0-5 

1912... 

81,000 

307 

3’8 

6 

1-9 

0-07 

205 

667 

3 

1-4 

1913... 

83,000 

312 

3’8 

6 

1-9 

0‘07 

216 

69-2 

5 

2-3 

1914... 

85,000 

249 

2*9 

4 

1-6 

0-04 

159 

63-8 

2 

1-2 

1915... 

Gross90,000 
Civil  85,000 

210 

2-3 

3 

1-4 

0-03 

90 

42-8 

3 

1*4 

1916... 

(a)  83,442 

( b )  90,786 

119 

1-4 

0 

0 

0 

66 

551 

0 

0 

1917... 

(a)  84,209 

(b)  83,869 

189 

2-2 

0 

0 

0 

111 

581 

0 

0 

1918... 

(a)  80,956 

( b )  90,708 

361 

44 

7 

1*9 

0-08 

199 

551 

3 

1-5 

1919... 

(a)  95  424 

(b)  99,403 

286 

2*9 

5 

1.7 

0-05 

167 

581 

4 

2-3 

*  First  Case  in  Hospital,  October  28th,  1887  (7  to  end  of  year), 
t  1889  Notification  Act  adopted  December  2nd,  1889.  (30  Scarlet  Fever 

Cases  notified  to  end  of  year). 

J  These  figures  are  for  the  end  of  the  year. 

(a)  Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  calculating  Death  Rate. 

( b )  Ditto  Birth  Rate. 
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Diphtheria. 

In  1919  the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  was 
71  (of  which  number  9  died),  compared  with  49  notifications 
in  1918.  The  percentage  of  deaths  to  cases  was  12-G. 

The  distribution  of  tho  cases  in  the  Wards  was  as 
follows  :  — 


No. 

1 

Ward 

...  10  cases. 

No 

.  6 

Ward 

...  12 

cases. 

y  y 

2 

y  y 

7 

...  1  )) 

y  y 

7 

y  y 

5 

y  y 

y  y 

3 

y  y 

4 

...  -x  , , 

y  y 

8 

y  y 

3 

y  y 

y  y 

4 

y  y 

...  V  ,  , 

y  y 

9 

y  y 

...  12 

y  y 

y  y 

5 

y  y 

9 

...  , , 

y  y 

10 

y  y 

...  11 

y  y 

34  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital,  5  of  whom  died,  3  on 
day  of  admission,  1  the  day  after  admission,  and  1  eigdit  days 
after  admission  :  none  had  had  anti-toxin  before  admission. 
Of  the  cases  admitted  as  suffering  from  Diphtheria  1  was 
found  not  to  be  so  suffering. 

Four  home  cases  were  fatal.  In  one  instance  2  cases  of 
Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  same  house,  the  onset  of  the 
second  case  occurring  within  six  days  of  that  of  the  first  case 

— they  were  both  home  cases. 

\ 

There  were  no  “return”  cases  during  the  year.  The 
throats  of  all  children  are  examined  bacteriolo gically  before 
discharge  from  hospital.  Swabs  are  not  taken  from  contacts 
as  a  routine  measure.  This  is  done  only  in  exceptional 
instances. 

During  the  year  16  applications  from  medical  men  for 
anti-toxin  have  been  received,  and  204,000  units  were  so 
given . 

The  following  Table  gives  some  very  useful  information 
with  respect  to  Diphtheria  and  Croup  in  this  district  since 
1890:  — 
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Year. 

Estimated 
Population 
Middle  of 
Year. 

1 

Total  Number 
of  Cases 
Notified, 

Attack  Rate 

per  1,000 

Population. 

No.  of  Deaths 

Registered 

Diphtheria 

and  Croup. 

Fatality  per 

cent,  of 

Cases. 

Mortality 

per  1,000 

Population. 

Number  of 

Cases 

Treated  in 

Hospital. 

Percentage 

of  Cases 

Removed  to 

Hospital. 

1890 

34,000 

3 

0*09 

1891 

33,500 
(  Census { 
1  33,229  ) 

38 

11 

1 

28*9 

0*33 

2 

5*2 

1892 

34,500 

34 

1*0 

17  6 

0*16 

3 

8-8 

1893 

35,500 

39 

0*9 

9 

23*0 

0*20 

4 

10*2 

1894 

37,000 

35 

0*9 

9 

256 

0*24 

10 

28*5 

1895 

39,000 

25 

0*6 

9 

36*0 

0*23 

10 

40*0 

1896 

41,500 

35 

0*8 

6 

17*1 

0*14 

8 

22*8 

1897 

44,000 

12 

0*2 

3 

25*0 

0*08 

4 

33*4 

1898 

46.800 

32 

0*6 

5 

151 

0*10 

12 

37*5 

1899 

49,000 

39 

0*8 

10 

25*6 

0*20 

21 

53*8 

1900 

52,000 

28 

0*5 

3 

10*7 

0*06 

8 

28*5 

1901 

54,000 

1  Census ) 

(  53,579  * 

55 

10 

12 

21*8 

0*22 

22 

40*0 

1902 

55,000 

40 

0*7 

5 

12*5 

0*09 

20 

50*0 

1903 

56,000 

40 

07 

3 

7*5 

0*05 

27 

67*5 

1904 

57,000 

55 

0*9 

12 

21*8 

0*21 

33 

54*5. 

1905 

58,500 

65 

11 

10 

15*3 

0*17 

45 

69*2 

1906 

62,000 

58 

0*9 

12 

20*7 

019 

30 

51*7 

1907 

67,000 

92 

1*3 

7 

7*6 

010 

61 

66*3 

1908 

71,000 

72 

1*0 

8 

11*0 

0*11 

50 

69*4 

1909 

73,000 

57 

07 

9 

15*7 

0*12 

31 

54*4 

1910 

75,000 

44 

0*58 

4 

9*0 

0*05 

25 

56*8 

1911 

79,000 
(  Census ) 
t  78,504  1 

62 

0*78 

16 

25*8 

0*20 

46 

74*2 

1912 

81,000 

75 

0*9 

9 

12*0 

Oil 

39 

52*0 

1913 

83,000 

44 

0*5 

5 

11*3 

0*06 

28 

63*6 

1914 

85,000 

84 

0  99 

9 

10.7 

0*10 

56 

66*6 

1915 

Civil85,000 
Gr’s  90,000 

89 

0*99 

15 

16*8 

0*16 

54 

60*6 

1916 

(a)  83,442 

( b )  90,786 

68 

0*08 

11 

16*1 

0  13 

43 

63*2 

1917 

(a)  84,209 

(b)  93,869 

46 

0*81 

1 

21 

0*01 

25 

54*3 

1918 

(a)  80,956 

( b )  90,708 

49 

0*65 

6 

12*2 

007 

31 

65*3 

1919 

(a)  9,5424 

(b)  99,403 

71 

0*74 

9 

12*6 

009 

25 

35*2 

(a)  Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  calculating  Death  Rate. 

( b )  Ditto  Birth  Rate. 

Typhoid. 

The  number  of  Wallasey  cases  of  Typhoid  notified  during* 
the  year  was  1,  compared  with  4  in  1918,  which  number  was 
then  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  Borough.  The  diminu- 
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tion  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Typhoid  in  Wallasey  is  one 
of  the  most  noticeable  features  in  the  records  of  this  district. 

There  was  no  death  during*  the  year.  Two  cases  were 
admitted  to  hospital  on  suspicion,  but  after  observation  were 
found  not  to  be  Typhoid.  The  source  of  infection  in  the 
genuine  case  could  not  be  traced. 

The  Table  below  shows  how  remarkable  has  been  the  fall 
for  several  years  past  in  the  number  of  cases  notified.  It  will 
be  noted  that  there  were  25T  cases  in  1901,  in  a  population  of 
53,000,  whereas  there  was  but  one  case  in  1919,  with  a  popu¬ 
lation  of  95,424. 

Deaths  from  Typhoid  since  1887,  with  Hates. 


Wallasey 

Year.  Deaths.  Rate  per  1 ,000  of 

Population. 


1887 

11 

0  45 

1888 

9 

0*28 

1889 

12 

0*36 

1890 

9 

0*26 

1891 

20 

0*59 

1892 

20 

0*57 

1893 

23 

0*64 

1894 

13 

0*35 

1895 

8 

0*20 

1896 

10 

0*24 

1897 

9 

0*20 

1898 

9 

019 

1899 

11 

0*23 

1900 

17 

032 

1901 

31 

0*57 

1902 

12 

.  *  0*21 

1903 

5 

0*08 

1904 

7 

0*12 

1905 

8 

0*13 

1906 

5 

0*08 

1907 

3 

0*04 

1908 

4 

0*05 

1909 

2 

0*02 

1910 

5 

0*06 

1911 

1 

0*01 

1912 

3 

0*03 

1913 

3 

0*03 

1914 

1 

0*01 

1915 

3 

0*03 

1916 

3 

0*03 

1917 

1 

0*01 

1918 

1 

0*01 

1919 

— 

0*00 

;lish  Rate. 

Notified  Ca.%e; 

0*21 

0*19 

0*19  (Act  passed 

in  1889) 

0*19 

42 

018 

47 

0*14 

62 

0*24 

132 

016 

89 

0*17 

67 

0*17 

112 

0*16 

193 

0*18 

287 

0*20 

32 

0*17 

63 

0*16 

257 

0*13 

64 

0*10 

47 

0*09 

39 

0*09 

61 

0*09 

65 

0*07 

31 

0*07 

34 

0*06 

18 

0*05 

14 

0*06 

24 

0*04 

16 

0*04 

19 

0*04 

23 

0*03 

14 

0  03 

11 

0*02 

2 

0*02 

4 

1 


Measles. 


The  number  of  notified  cases  was  242  (98  Measles  and 
144  German  Measles). 

The  cases  of  Measles  notified  during  the  four  quarters 
were  as  follows  :  — 

First  Quarter  ...  40  Third  Quarter  ...  32 

Second  Quarter  ...  144  |  Fourth  Quarter  ...  26 

Particulars  with  regard  to  suspected  cases  of  Measles 
reported  by  the  Education  Authority  will  be  found  on  page 
29. 

Ao  deaths  from  Measles  occurred  during  the  year. 

365  visits  were  paid  to  Measles  cases  during  the  year. 

The  following  Table  gives  particulars  as  to  the  notifica¬ 
tions  :  — 


German 

Measles 

Total 

Notified  by 

Measles 

Measles  and 
German  Measles 

Civil 

Military 

Civil 

Military 

Civil 

Military 

Medical  Practition¬ 
ers  ... 

96 

144 

240 

_ 

Parents,  Guardians, 
or  other  authorities 

2 

— 

— 

■ — - 

2 

— 

Total  . 

98 

— - 

144 

j 

242 

— 

The  compulsory  notification  of  Measles  was  withdrawn 
as  and  from  December  31st,  1919. 

The  cases  notified  were  of  a  mild  type.  Cases  of  Measles 
when  they  occur  are  visited  by  the  Health  Visitors,  who  leave 
a  leaflet  and  instruct  the  mothers  on  points  relating  to  tiie 
prevention  and  treatment  of  complications  if  and  when  they 
arrive. 

In  epidemic  periods  suitable  cases  from  unsatisfactory 
homes  are  taken  into  our  hospital.  It  was  not,  however, 
found  necessary  to  do  this  in  1919. 
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Whooping-Cough. 

No  deaths  occurred  during  the  year,  compared  with  29 
deaths  and  a  death-rate  of  0-37  in  1918. 

The  number  of  visits  to  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  in 
1919  was  16,  as  against  219  in  1918. 

Particulars  with  regard  to  suspected  cases  of  Whooping 
Cough  reported  by  the  Education  Authority  wTill  be  found  on 
page  29. 

Erysipelas. 

Th  ere  were  22  cases  of  Erysipelas  notified  during  the 
year,  two  of  which  proved  fatal.  None  were  admitted  to  the 
Infectious  Hospital. 

Malaria. 

By  a  General  Order  made  on  January  7th,  1919  (which 
came  into  force  on  March  1st),  Malaria,  Dysentery,  Trench 
Fever,  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia,  and  Acute  Influenzal 
Pneumonia,  were  made  notifiable.  24  cases  of  Malaria  were 
notified  during  the  year,  all  being  soldiers  or  sailors.  The 
disease  in  each  instance  was  contracted  outside  England ;  6 
in  Salonika,  4  in  Mesopotamia,  4  in  West  Africa,  2  in  India, 
1  in  German  East  Africa,  1  in  South  America,  1  in  Palestine, 
1  in  Egypt.  As  far  as  can  be  made  out  none  of  the  patients 
had  their  blood  examined  while  here.  In  12  of  the  cases  there 
is  no  history  of  any  blood  examination  whatever.  In  6  the 
result  was  said  to  be  positive. 

*  Dysentery. 

There  were  3  cases  of  Dysentery  notified  during  the  year ; 
two  in  returned  soldiers,  and  one  who  had  been  a  fireman  in 
the  Navy.  Infection  was  supposed  to  have  been  contracted 
in  one  instance  in  Salonika,  in  the  case  of  the  naval  man  in 
South  Africa,  and  the  third  in  France.  In  the  last-named 
case  there  was  no  bacteriological  examination  of  the  stools, 
and  the  patient  died,  but  from  enquiries  made  the  diagnosis 
was  not  very  definite.  A  second  case  showed  no  dysenteric 
amoebae  on  bacteriological  examination. 

No  anophele  mosquitoes  have  been  discovered  in  the 
district. 


51 

Trench  Fever. 

No  case  of  Trench  Fever  occurred  during  the  year. 

Plague. 

12  visits  were  paid  to  5  contacts  with  Plague  who  were 
reported  during  the  year  ex  vessels  arriving  from  Plague- 
infected  ports. 

1  other  person  arriving  by  a  vessel  on  which  Rat  Plague 
had  occurred  was  reported  and  visited,  but  no  symptoms 
developed  in  any  of  the  cases  while  under  observation. 

Typhus. 

1  contact  with  Typhus  was  reported  during  the  year,  five 
precautionary  visits  being  paid. 

Cholera* 

2  visits  were  paid  during  the  year  to  contacts  with  this 
disease. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. 

No  case  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  occurred  in  Walla¬ 
sey  during  the  past  year,  but  one  case  was  reported  to  me 
from  Liverpool  who  is  said  to  have  lived  in  Wallasey;  parti¬ 
culars  concerning  it  are  not,  however,  available. 

Acute  Polio- Myelitis, 

One  case  of  Acute  Polio-Myelitis  occurred  during  the 
year,  viz.,  in  July,  the  patient  being  a  boy  aged  six  years. 
He  recovered,  but  as  he  left  the  district,  and  the  doctor  de¬ 
clines  to  give  any  information  concerning  him,  no  particulars 
can  be  given  as  to  his  condition. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica, 

1  case  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  occurred  during  the 
year,  viz.,  in  August,  the  patient  being  a  male  aged  23  years. 
He  recovered,  and  there  were  no  after  effects  bevond  a  slight 
blurring  of  vision.  There  was  no  permanent  paralysis  and 
there  were  no  tremors. 

Bacteriological  Aids  t©  Diagnosis, 

Throat  swabs  are  examined  in  the  Laboratory  in  Mill 
Lane  Hospital,  as  are  also  sputa  for  tuberculous  bacilli :  all 
other  bacteriological  work  is  sent  to  Prof.  Beattie  at  Liver¬ 
pool  University. 
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Isolation  and  Disinfection  Arrangements. 

Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Enteric  and  Tubercu¬ 
losis  are  admitted  to  the  Infectious  Hospital  as  a  matter  of 
routine.  Cases  of  Measles,  Infantile  Diarrhoea,  Cerebro- 
Spinal  Fever  and  Encephalitis  Lethargica  when  occasion 
demands. 


Houses  from  which  patients  are  taken  are  disinfected  by 
spraying  and  the  bedding  disinfected  by  steam. 


The  following  Tables  show  the  work  of  disinfection  carried  out  during 
the  past  year  : — - 


DISINFECTION. 


Houses  disinfected  after  fevers 

326 

Rooms 

M 

fevers  ... 

718 

Houses 

M 

phthisis 

86 

tf 

other  diseases 

24 

Rooms 

** 

vermin,  etc. ... 

14 

in  Hospitals 

— 

Books  from  Public,  Private,  or  School  Libraries  disinfected 

108 

Schools  disinfected 
Public  Buildings  disinfected 


LIST  OF  ARTICLES  DISINFECTED. 


Number  of  Mattrasses  ... 

„  Beds 

„  Pillows  and  bolsters 

,,  Blankets 

,,  Quilts  and  Eiderdowns  ... 

,.  Sheets 

„  Artic’es  of  wearing  apparel 

,,  Miscellaneous  articles 

,,  Articles  of  Military  Clothing 

,,  Dressings  ... 


52 

561 

1,004 

874 

533 

443 

888 

268 

1,827 

192 


Total 


6,642 


LIST  OF  ARTICLES  DESTROYED. 

Number  of  Mattrasses... 

,,  Beds... 

,,  Pillows  and  bolsters 

,,  Blankets 

,,  Quilts  ..  . 

„  Sheets  . 

„  Articles  of  wearing  apparel  . 

,,  Miscellaneous  articles  ... 


8 

16 

10 

1 

2 

2 

8 

4 
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Lobar  and  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

W  ere  made  notifiable  as  and  from  the  1st  of  March,  1919, 
and  from  that  date  to  the  end  of  the  year  130  notifications 
were  received.  The  following  Tables  show 

(a)  the  number  in  each  month ;  (5)  the  sexes  and  ages  of 
the  persons  notified. 

(a)  Notifications  in  the  Months  : 


J  anuary . 

.  . . .  — 

J  ulj’ 

ft 

•  •  •  •  •  »  4  J 

February 

— 

August 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

March  . 

.  ...  80 

September 

.  — 

April  . 

.  ...  13 

October  ... 

.  7 

May . 

.  ...  10 

November 

...  ...  G 

June 

.  ...  4 

December 

.  5 

( b )  Sexes  and  Ages  : 

Sexes  ...0 — 1  1 — 5 

5—15  15-25 

25—45  45—65 

Over  65  Totals. 

M .  1  11 

17  16 

24  9 

5  83 

F .  3 

8  8 

14  9 

5  47 

Totals  ...  1  14 

25  24 

38  18 

10  130 

The  epidemic 

of  Influenza 

which  was  raging  at  the  end 

of  1918  continued  for  the  first  three  months  of  1919,  when  it 
ceased  somewhat  abruptly.  The  monthly  numbers  in  Walla- 

sey  during  the  whole  of  1919 

of  deaths  from 

Influenza  and 

the  chest  complications  which 

so  often  followed,  are  set  out 

in  the  following  table  :  — 

Month. 

Influenza. 

Bronchit’s. 

Pneumonia. 

January  ... 

13 

7 

13 

February... 

79 

18 

22 

March 

37 

12 

15 

April 

6 

8 

5 

May 

— 

3 

3 

June 

— 

2 

2 

July 

1 

4 

August  ... 

... 

1 

3 

September 

1 

2 

2 

October  ... 

1 

1 

3 

November 

2 

4 

7 

December 

1 

3 

6 

140 

62 

85 

Plus  transfers 

4 

6 

4 

Totals 

144 

68 

89 

The  rates  per  1,000  of  population  are:  — 


Influenza  . . . 

...  1-5 

Bronchitis  . . . 

...  0*7 

Pneumonia 

...  0*9 

The  deaths  from  Influenza  equalled  10-3%  of  the  total  deaths. 
,,  ,,  Bronchitis  ,,  6-3%  ,,  ,, 

,,  ,,  Pneumonia  ,,  8-2%  ,,  ,, 


9  of  the  deaths  were 
particulars  of  which  are 

of  Infants  under  the  age  of  one 
as  follows  :  — 

year, 

1. — -  1  month. 

(11  Influenza. 

(2)  Broncho  Pneu.  (3)  Convulsions. 

Jan. 

2.—  1 

(1) 

(2)  „  - 

f  y 

3. —  8  months.  (I) 

(2)  Bronchitis.  - 

y  y 

4.—  9 

(1) 

(2)  Broncho  Pneu.  - - 

Feb. 

5.—  6 

(1) 

(2) 

y  ) 

6.—  8  „ 

(B 

(2) 

i  i 

7.— 10 

(1) 

(2) 

>  i 

8. —  7 

(B 

(2) 

March. 

o _ 7 

(includes 

(1) 

1  transfer). 

(2) 

>  y 

The  following  Table  shows  the  Sexes  and  Age  Groups  of  Fatal 

Cases  during  1919  of 

(a)  Influenza  (including  4  inward  transfers). 


Sexe3  ... 

0-1 

1-5  5-15  15-20  20-25 

25-30  30-35 

35-40  40-45 

45-65  Over65 

Totals 

M.  ... 

6 

10  6  3 

1 

5  6 

7  6 

16  5 

71 

F. 

3 

7  5  6 

9 

9  6 

7  3 

12  6 

73 

Totals  ... 

9 

17  11  9 

10 

14  12 

14  9 

28  11 

144 

(b) 

Bronchitis 

(including  6 

inward  tra 

nsfers). 

M. 

2 

1  . * 

,  . . 

2  1 

2 

7  22 

37 

F. 

1 

1  . 

1 

1 

1 

4  22 

31 

Totals  ... 

3 

2  . 

1 

3  1 

3 

11  44 

68 

(c)  Pneumonia 

(including  4 

inward  transfers). 

M. 

8 

8  3  ... 

3 

2  2 

2  4 

15  10 

57 

5 

7  3  ... 

1 

1  2 

1 

5  7 

32 

a!s.. 

.  13 

15  6  ... 

4 

3  4 

3  4 

20  17 

89 

It  will  be  noticed  (a)  that  the  age  groups  particularly  involved  were  those 
in  which  deaths  do  not  usually  occur,  ( b )  that  the  mortality  at  those  periods 
was  greater  amongst  women. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  expectant  mothers  was  1. 


Iii  124  cases  one  death  only  occurred  in  a  house  =124 
,  10  ,,  two  deaths  ,,  , ,  ,,  =20 

144 


On  enquiry  at  houses  where  the  fatal  cases  occurred  it 
was  found  that 


In  63  instances  no  other  cases  existed  ... 


y  y 

38 

>  i 

one 

>  > 

)  t 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

y  y 

28 

f  y 

two 

f  y 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

y  y 

9. 

f } 

three 

>  > 

y  y 

♦  •  •  •  •  • 

y  y 

1 

t  y 

four 

y  y 

•  •  •  •  •  * 

y  y 

1 

>  > 

five 

}  y 

y  y 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

y  y 

4 

>  > 

no  information 

was 

obtainable 

63 

76 

84 

36 

5 

6 

4 
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Total  incidence  of  cases  in  these 

houses  =274 


In  7  of  the  above  instances  there  was  more  or  less  over¬ 
crowding.  Strange  to  say  it  was  not  always  in  the  over¬ 
crowded  houses  that  the  greatest  number  of  victims  was  found. 

The  infectivity  varied  greatly  at  different  houses,  as 
shown  in  the  above  Table.  In  a  very  considerable  number 
no  case  occurred  beyond  the  fatal  one. 

So  far  as  one  can  judge  the  average  incubation  period 
was  three  to  five  days,  whilst  the  average  duration  of  illness 
of  the  fatal  cases  was  8  days.  In  4  of  the  fatal  cases  it  was 
ascertained  that  they  had  had  a  previous  attack  of  Influenza, 
and  in  1  two  previous  attacks. 

Classifying  the  occupations  of  the  cases  as  “  Sedentary,” 
Factory,”  and  “  Otherwise,”  the  number  of  deaths  in  the 


“  Sedentary  ”  group  very  greatly  exceeded  the  others,  as 
shown  in  the  following  table:  — 

Occupations. 

SEDENTARY .  FACTORY. 

Clerks,  Shop  Packers  . 

Assistants,  etc.  21  Laundry  Assistants 
Wives  and  Widows...  30  Acetylene  Welders... 

Children  under  five  26  Boilermakers  . 

Scholars  .  6  Trucker  . 

Teachers  .  —  Belt  Weaver  . 

Other  indoor 

occupations  9 
No  occupation  .  23 

115  9  20 

Measures  taken  to  combat  the  Epidemic. 

Visits  were  promptly  paid  to  all  houses  where  cases  were 
notified,  and  precautionary  measures  suggested  where  neces¬ 
sary.  The  assistance  of  the  Nursing  Staff  was  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  urgent  cases.  Public  attention  had  already  been 
drawn  to  the  serious  nature  of  the  disease  by  articles  in  the 
local  Press,  communications  to  school  authorities,  proprietors 
of  places  of  amusement,  etc.  The  epidemic  practically  ceased 
at  the  end  of  March. 

T  ubercuEosiS' 

The  treatment  of  Tuberculous  cases  in  the  Borough  is  in 
the  hands  of  J)r.  W.  A.  Muir.  The  following  are  the  details 
of  the 


OTHERWISE. 

1  Labourers,  etc .  7 

3  Seamen  .  6 

1  Other  outdoor 

2  occupations  7 
1 

1 


Scheme  for  the  Treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 

Institutions  are  provided  as  under:  — 

1.  — A  Dispensary. 

2.  — A  Sanatorium  for  early  cases  (22  beds). 

3.  — A  Sanatorium  for  advanced  cases  (20  beds). 

4.  — Eight  beds  at  Leasowe  Children’s  Hospital  for  surgi¬ 

cal  tuberculosis  in  children. 

5.  — Two  beds  at  the  Poyal  Liverpool  Country  Hospital 

for  Children  at  Heswall  for  surgical  tuberculosis 
in  children. 

6.  — Two  beds  in  the  Wallasey  Cottage  Hospital  for  adult 

surgical  tuberculosis  cases. 


This  County  Borough  lias  joined  with  other  county 
boroughs  in  Cheshire,  the  County  Council  of  Cheshire,  and 
the  Borough  of  Stoke-on-Trent,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a 
large  sanatorium,  for  which  plans  are  now  being  prepared, 
the  site  having  already  been  secured.  This,  with  our  present 
accommodation,  will  give  us  all  that  will  be  required  for  the 
treatment  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

The  great  difficulty  which  has  been  experienced  in  this 
district  is  that  of  dealing  with  the  cases  after  a  stay  in  an 
institution.  There  is  no  Care  Committee,  and  the  most  seri¬ 
ous  difficulty  is  that  of  finding  suitable  work  for  patients  on 
their  return  home. 

The  attitude  of  the  medical  profession  in  the  Borough 
towards  tuberculosis  may  be  said  to  be  purely  passive.  The 
services  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  are  very  infrequently 
sought  by  the  other  members  of  the  profession. 

The  services  of  a  whole-time  Nurse  are  made  use  of  at 
the  Dispensary  for  the  home  visitation  of  notified  cases,  and 
for  the  searching  out  of  contacts,  with  a  view  to  medical 
examination  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  at  the  Dispensary. 

Patients,  especially  the  early  cases,  are  very  willing  to 
enter  the  sanatorium,  but  the  vast  bulk  of  the  cases  coming 
up  for  treatment  for  the  first  time  are  already  in  the  second 
stage.  Difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  dealing  with  advan¬ 
ced  cases  ;  first,  in  the  direction  of  persuading  them  to  go  into 
the  sanatorium;  second,  in  getting  them  to  stay  there  when 
they  are  in.  Many  instances  have  occurred  in  which  advanced 
cases  have,  without  rhyme  or  reason,  simply  gone  home. 

It  is  very  desirable  to  have  powers  to  isolate  an  advanced 
case  of  tuberculosis  living  in  overcrowded  and  insanitary  con¬ 
ditions. 

I  have  commented  in  previous  reports  on  the  fact  that 
sometimes  notifications  of  Phthisis  are  received  only  after  the 
death  of  the  patient,  but  no  action  has  yet  been  taken 
to  enforce  the  regulations  and  to  secure  proper  notification. 
In  seven  instances  during  the  year  the  appearance  in  the 
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weekly  deatli  returns  of  a  deatii  from  plithisis  was  the  first 
intimation  received  by  me  that  the  person  named  had  suffered 
from  phthisis. 


Tuberculosis  Notifications . 


The  number  of  visits  and  re-visits  paid  to  cases  during 
the  year  was  1,909. 

fj  y 


54  notifications  were  received  from  private  practitioners. 

—  from  military  doctors. 

—  from  military  hospitals. 

2  from  the  Union  Infirmary. 

—  from  Poor  Law  doctors. 

14  from  other  hospitals  and  institutions. 

—  from  the  Schools  Medical  Officer. 

48  from  Mill  Lane  Dispensary. 

Th  ese  figures  do  not  include  a  number  of  duplicate  noti¬ 
fications,  that  is,  of  cases  previously  notified  by  practitioners. 


The  number  of  visits  and  re-visits  paid  to  cases  during  the 
year  was  1,909. 

119  contacts  who  were  seen  on  the  occasion  of  these  visits 
were  sent  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  for  examination. 


Summary  of  Notifications  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1919,  SHOWING  AGE  PERIODS  AND 
Sexes. 


Notifications  on  Form  A. 
Number  of  Primary  Notifications.  (114). 


Age  Periods 

Under 

1  year. 

iO 

o 

-M 

rH 

5  to  10. 

10  to  15. 

15  to  20. 

20  to  25. 

25  to  35. 

35  to  45. 

45  to  55. 

55  to  65. 

Over  65. 

Total  Pri¬ 
mary  Notifi¬ 
cations. 

i  Total  Notifi¬ 
cations  on 
Form  A. 
(including 
duplicates) 

Males  . 

4 

6 

6 

6 

15 

6 

11 

7 

1 

62  69 

Females  . 

... 

1 

4 

6 

4 

6 

13 

13 

4 

1 

52  56 

Totals . 

1 

8 

12 

10 

12 

28 

19 

15 

8 

1 

114  125 
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Notifications  on  Form  B. 


Number  of  Primary  Notifications  (0) 
(and  0  duplicates). 


Number  of  Primary 
Notifications  on 
Form  C.  (4) 


Age  Periods... 

Under 

5  years. 

5  lo  10 

rH 

o 

o 

r— 1 

Total  Pri¬ 

mary  Notifi¬ 
cations. 

Total  Notifi¬ 

cations  on 
Form  B. 

Poor  Law 
Institu¬ 
tions. 

Sana¬ 

toria. 

Prim. 

Du. 

Prim. 

Du. 

Males  . 

3 

2 

Females . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

3 

Totals . 

... 

... 

4 

5 

Treatment  of  Phthisis  in  Mill  Lane  Sanatorium 

during  1919. 


Number  of  eases  remaining  on  January  1st,  1919 .  29 

.Number  of  cases  admitted  during  1919:  Males  ...  52 

Females...  51 

103 

132 


Admissions. 

Insured  Persons  ...  63 

Dependants  .  IT 

Corporation  Employes  .  1 

Non-insured  Persons  .  22 

Private  Patients  ...  — 


Total  ...  103 

16  of  the  cases  admitted  were  Liverpool  patients,  by  arrange¬ 
ment  between  the  Corporation  and  Liverpool  Corporation. 

Ftumber  of  cases  discharged  during  1919  ...  .  9T 

,,  ,,  fatal  in  Sanatorium  .  *9 

,,  ,,  remaining  on  January  1st,  1920  .  26 

*  Includes  one  Liverpool  case  fatal. 


GO 


The  following  Table  shows  the  result  of  the  treatment  of  the 
cases  discharged  during  the  year:  — 


Improved  .  7G 

Without  improvement  .  9 

Worse  .  1 

Fatal  in  Sanatorium  .  . .  1 

Fatal  elsewhere  . 

Went  out  against  Doctor’s  orders  .  9 

Went  out  for  domestic  reasons  . 1 

Discharged  for  refusing  to  take  food .  1 

Remaining  . . .  2G 


132 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  Report  for  1919. 

Clinics  are  held  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  Thursday,  Friday  and 
Saturday  mornings,  and  on  the  evening  of  Wednesday  in 
each  week. 


The  number  of  Patients  attending  Clinics,  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  attendances  of  such  patients  are:  — 


Insured  Persons 

. . .  322  Patients 

1222  attendances 

Dependants  . 

...  302 

)  ? 

1229 

Non-insured  Persons 

...  25 

?  5 

54 

C o r p o r a t i o n  Employes 

}  > 

42 

Others  ...  ... 

— 

?  J 

J  ) 

G5G 

2537 

Number  of  Patients  receiving  tub 

erculin 

treatment 

at  Dispensary  . 

Number  of  Patients  on  Di 

spensary 

books, 

December 

31st,  1919 . 

. 1308 

Number  of  domiciliary  visits  to  Patients . 1909 
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The  number  of  Phthisis  cases  admitted  to  Mill  Lane 
Sanatorium  during  the  year  was  103,  as  will  be  seen  by  a 
reference  to  the  Table  on  page  59. 

40  of  those  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Advanced  Block, 
and  63  to  the  Block  for  early  cases. 

The  unanimous  opinion  of  all  those  who  have  had  a  large 
experience  in  the  treatment  of  Phthisis  is  that  only  the  very 
early  cases  can  be  permanently  cured.  It  is,  therefore,  ex¬ 
ceedingly  important  that  the  cases  should  be  notified  in  the 
very  early  stages.  s 

The  experience  in  Wallasey  is  that  many  very  early  cases 
do  not  appear  for  treatment. 

Tuberculosis  Deaths. 

The  deaths  from  Phthisis  during  the  year  numbered  67, 
equal  to  a  death-rate  of  0*70  per  1,000  of  the  gross  popula¬ 
tion,  compared  with  79  deaths  and  a  rate  of  0*86  in  1918.  4 

of  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  Union  Infirmary.  These  were 
mostly  people  who  had  been  in  the  institution  for  a  large 
number  of  years.  2  occurred  amongst  the  patients  in  Chester 
and  other  asylums  who  had  been  admitted  there  from  Walla¬ 
sey,  and  3  were  deaths  transferred  from  other  towns. 

It  may  be  mentioned  that  of  the  above  deaths  2  occurred 
amongst  people  who  had  been  resident  in  W allasey  twelve 
months  or  less,  and  2  additional  deaths  amongst  those  who 
had  been  resident  in  the  district  less  than  two  years.  More¬ 
over,  of  the  118  notifications  received  during  the  year  2  re¬ 
ferred  to  persons  who  had  come  to  reside  in  the  Borough 
within  the  previous  twelve  months. 


The  following  Tables  give  particulars  with  regard  to  the 

Deaths  from  Phthisis 

(including  those  occurring  elsewhere  and  transferred  to 

Wallasey). 


Year. 

M 

F 

Under 

1 

1  to 

5 

5  to 
15 

15  to 
25 

25  to 
65 

65  & 
over. 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

1919... 

36 

31 

— 

— 

— • 

2TlO 

31  fl9 

3  |  2 

Table  showing  the  Distribution  of  Notifications  of  and 
Deaths  from  Phthisis  and  other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
in  THE  W  ARDS  DURING  1919. 


Ward  No. 

Phthisis 

Notifications. 

Phthisis 

Deaths. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Notifications 

Deaths  from 
other 

Tuberculous 

Diseases. 

1 

8 

5 

1 

2 

4 

8 

4 

2 

3 

11 

4 

3 

5 

4 

12 

9 

11 

3 

5 

7 

3 

1 

6 

13 

9 

1 

1 

7 

18 

6 

11 

2 

8 

15 

4 

11 

3 

9 

18 

14 

4 

2 

10 

12 

5 

3 

3 

Totals  . 

118 

67 

49 

22 

The  following  is  a  summary  of 


Visits  re  Tuberculosis. 

No.  of  first  visits  re  Phthisis  notifications  .  118 

,,  re-visits  ,,  ,,  ,,  . 1,739 

,,  visits  re  Phthisis  deaths .  55 

,,  first  visits  re  non-Pulmonary  Tubercul  is  noti¬ 
fications  .  49 

,,  re-visits  re  non-Pulmon.  Tuberculosis  notifications  87 
,,  visits  ,,  ,,  ,,  deaths  10 

,,  ,,  to  Mill  Lane  Dispensary  .  272 


Table  showing  Proportion  of  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
to  Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages  during  the 
Years  1883  to  1917  (quinquennial  periods),  and  1918 
and  1919. 


Years. 

Average 

Population. 

Average  Yearly  Number 
of  Deaths. 

Number  of  Tuberculosis 
Deaths  in  every 

100  FROM  ALL  CAUSES. 

All 

Cause' 

Tuberculous  Diseases. 

1 

Phthisis 

Other 

Tuber¬ 

culosis. 

Total. 

Phthisis. 

Other 

Total. 

1833-1887... 

27,453 

449 

40 

8-9 

... 

... 

1888-1892... 

32,945 

531 

39 

... 

7-3 

. . . 

1893-1897... 

39,400 

624 

44 

8 

52 

70 

1-2 

8.2 

1898  1902... 

51,276 

789 

58 

16 

74 

7  3 

2-0 

9*3 

1903—1907... 

60,100 

830 

57 

20 

77 

6-8 

2*4 

9‘2 

1908—1912... 

75,800 

923 

65 

32 

97 

7-0 

34 

10-4 

1913  1917... 

85,130 

1,050 

76 

27 

103 

81 

2-2 

10-3 

1918 . 

80,956 

1,172 

70 

16 

86 

5-9 

1-3 

7-2 

1919 . 

95,424 

1,080 

67 

22 

89 

6-2 

2-0 

8-2 

Note. — In  1906  Tubercular  Meningitis,  and  in  1907  Tubercular  Peritonitis, 
were  included  in  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases.  Formerly  they  were 
entered  under  the  headings  of  Meningitis  and  Peritonitis  simply. 
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Non-Pulmonar^  Tuberculosis. 

49  notifications  of  non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  have  been 
received  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  16  in  1918, 

The  number  of  deaths  was  22,  giving  a  rate  per  1,000  of 
population  of  0-23. 

Summary  of  Notifications  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

DURING  THE  Year  1919. 


^  Notifications  on  Form  A. 

Non- _ 

Pulmonary  Number  of  Pr  imary  Noti  cations,  52  and  2  duplicates. 


Age  Periods 

Under 

1  year 

iO 

t-H 

5  to  10 

10  to  15 

15  to  20 

20  to  25 

25  to  35 

35  to  45 

45  to  55 

.... 

m 

o 

o 

m 

m 

Over  65 

Total  Pri¬ 
mary  Notifi¬ 
cations 

Total  Notifi¬ 
cations  on 
Form  A. 
(including 
duplicates) . 

Males  . 

6 

8 

4 

2 

2 

1 

23 

24 

Females  . 

1 

4 

7 

5 

1 

2 

2 

l 

1 

1 

1  26 

27 

Totals . 

1 

10 

15 

9 

3 

O 

Aj 

4 

l 

2 

1 

1  49 

51 

Notifications  on  Form  B 

Number  of 
Notifications  on 

Form  C. 

(including  3  Duplicates) 

Number  of  Primary  Notifications 

Age  Periods 

Under 

5  years 

5  to  10 

10  to  15 

Total  Pri¬ 
mary  Notifi¬ 
cations 

Total  Notifi¬ 
cations  on 
Form  B. 
(including 
duplicates1 

Poor  Law 
Institutions 

Sanatoria 

Males  . 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

... 

Females . 

Totals . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

The  following  Table  classifies  the  notifications  and  shows 
the  parts  of  the  body  affected  with  non-pulmonary  Tubercu- 


Parts  affected. 

No.  of  Notifications. 

Abdomen  and  Peritoneum  ... 

.  11 

Glandular — Cervical  . 

.  16 

Joints — Ankle  . 

.  1 

Knee  . 

.  2 

Femur  . 

.  . .  1 

Hip  . 

.  4 

Wrist  . 

.  1 

Shoulder  . 

.  1 

Tibia  . 

. .  1 

Osseous  . 

.  3 

Meninges  of  Brain  . 

.  8 

49 


The  beds  available  at  the  end  of  1919  outside  the 
Borough  for  the  treatment  of  non-pulmonary  cases  were  :  — 

8  at  Leasowe  Sanatorium  for  Crippled  Children. 

2  at  Liverpool  Country  Hospital  for  Children,  Heswall. 

There  is  always  a  waiting  list  of  children  suffering  from 
surgical  tuberculosis,  although  the  list  is  not  a  very  formi¬ 
dable  one.  Six  additional  beds  would  probably  meet  all  our 
requirements. 

There  is  at  present  no  special  accommodation  for  child¬ 
ren  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  It  may  be  pos¬ 
sible  to  make  arrangements  for  this  class  of  case  in  a  Sana¬ 
torium  block  at  Mill  Lane  after  the  removal  of  the  early  cases 
therefrom  to  the  Joint  Sanatorium. 

Plew  Phthisis  Pavilion. 

The  accompanying  illustrations  of  the  new  Phthisis 
Pavilion  at  Mill  Lane  Hospital  (which  was  opened  on  Janu¬ 
ary  22nd,  1916)  were  intended  for  publication  in  the  Annual 
Beport  for  1916.  Owing  to  the  request  of  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  that  Annual  Reports  should  during  the  war  be 
limited  as  far  as  possible  to  statistics,  the  illustrations  and 
description  of  the  building  were  held  over  until  the  form  of 


i' 


1 


I 


i 

? 

] 
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reports  should  revert  to  pre-war  style.  Now  that  the  Ministry 
of  Health  desire  fuller  reports  it  is  considered  advisable  to 
embody  the  illustrations  in  the  present  Report. 

The  following  are  particulars  with  regard  to  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  building,  accommodation  provided,  etc.,  etc.- 

The  new  Pavilion  has  been  erected  within  the  grounds  of 
Mill  Lane  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  It  has  a  south 
aspect,  with  about  three  acres  of  open  ground  in  front  of  it. 
It  is  one  storey  in  height,  with  the  following  accommoda¬ 
tion  :  — 

Two  four-bedded  wards. 

Six  two-bedded  wards. 

Two  single-bedded  wards. 

11  of  these  are  for  males;  11  for  females. 

The  dining-room,  20  x  19  feet,  is  in  the  centre  of  the 
block,  the  kitchen  being  at  the  rear;  bathroom,  etc.,  with 
hot  water,  lavatories,  etc.,  at  either  end.  The  bathrooms  and 
lavatories  are  lined  half-way  up  with  tiles. 

The  front  walls  of  the  ward  are  framed  in  timber 
above  dado  height  and  fitted  with  a  pair  of  doors,  with 
windows  on  either  side  opening  to  the  full  extent  of  the 
frame.  The  space  above  the  doors  and  windows  is  completely 
and  permanently  open.  The  centre  of  the  rear  wall  of  each 
ward  is  provided  with  two  large  casement  windows,  each 
opening  to  the  full  width  of  the  frame,  with  a  hinged  glass 
opening  to  the  full  width  of  the  window  above  (see  gable  on 
photograph).  There  is  a  broad  verandah  with  roof  lights 
along  the  front  of  the  building  on  each  side  of  the  dining¬ 
room. 

The  floors  are  of  6-inch  concrete,  with  granolithic  finish  ; 
the  external  walls  of  9-inch  brickwork,  with  2-inch  cavity, 
and  galvanized  iron  wall  ties. 

The  walls  under  the  verandah  are  of  4-f-iuch  brickwork, 
and  the  internal  divison  walls  are  concrete  slabs  with  brick 
on  edge  three  inches  thick. 

The  roof  is  of  red  asbestos  slates. 

The  dining-room  and  two  single-bedded  wards  are  heated 
with  hot  water,  which  is  supplied  by  a  low  pressure  boiler, 
which  also  supplies  the  hot  water  for  the  baths  and  hand- 
basins. 
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The  amount  of  the  building  contract  was  £1,806,  and  the 
cost  of  furnishing  £400.  The  cost  of  the  building,  exclusive 
of  furniture,  is  equivalent  to  £82  per  bed. 

The  Pavilion  was  erected  by  Messrs.  Duthie  &  Sons,  of 
Liverpool,  from  plans  drawn  by  the  Borough  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  (Mr.  W.  H.  Travers).  The  general  principles  and 
provisions  to  be  made  were  settled  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  (Dr.  T.  W.  N.  Barlow),  with  the  approval  of  the  Local 
Government  Board. 

The  block  differs  from  the  suggested  plans  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  that  (1)  the  wings  are  placed  at  an  angle 
from  the  central  dining-room,  and  (2)  by  the  provision  of 
single-bedded  wards  at  either  end.  These  modifications  were 
necessitated  by  lack  of  available  space,  i.e.,  length. 

Deaths  from  “Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases  ” 

(including  Tubercular  Meningitis) 


(and  those  occurring  elsewhere  and  transferred  to  Wallasey). 


Year. 

M  F 

Under 

1 

1  to 

5 

5  to 
15 

15  to 
25 

25  to 
65 

65  & 
over. 

1919... 

12  I  10 

1 

9 

6 

2 

4 

— 

Venereal  Diseases. 

T1  ie  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  at  the  Victoria  Central 
Hospital  was  opened  on  July  1st,  1917.  Consultations  are 
held  at  the  Treatment  Centre  there  as  under  :  - — 

For  Males. —  Every  Wednesday  at  4  p.m. 

Every  Saturday  at  7-15  p.m. 

For  Females. — Every  Wednesday  at  3-30  p.m. 

Every  Saturday  at  6-30  p.m. 

The  following  Statistical  Report,  shows  the  work  carried 
out  in  connection  with  the  Centre  for  the  year  ended  Decem¬ 
ber  31st:  — 


G9 


Return  relating  to  all  Persons  who  were  treated  at 
the  Venereal  Diseases  Treatment  Centre. 


Syphilis 

Soft 

Chancre 

Goi 

rh 

tor- 

oea 

Condi¬ 

tions 

other 

than 

Venereal 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1.  *Number  of  persons  who,  on 
the  1st  January,  1919,  were 
under  treatment  for  . 

11 

7 

1 

12 

7 

2.  Number  of  persons  dealt  with 
during  the  year  at  or  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  out-patient 
Clinic  for  the  first  time  and 
found  to  be  suffering  from  : 

Syphilis  only  . 

57 

18 

57 

18 

Soft  chancre  only  . . 

■ - 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Gonorrhoea  only  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

76 

2 

— 

— 

76 

2 

■"Sy'phillis  and  soft  chancre 

■"Syphilis  and  gonorrhoea. 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

■"Gonorrhoea  and  soft 
chancre  . 

■"Syphilis,  soft  chancre  and 
gonorrhoea  . 

Conditions  other  than 
venereal  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

54 

9 

54 

9 

Total — Item  2  . 

60 

18 

2 

- — - 

79 

2 

54 

9 

195 

29 

Total — Items  1  and  2  ... 

71 

25 

2 

— 

80 

2 

54 

9 

207 

36 

3.  "Number  of  persons  who 
ceased  to  attend  the  out¬ 
patient  Clinic 

(а)  before  completing  a  course 

of  treatment  for . 

(б)  after  completion  of  a 

40 

14 

39 

79 

14 

course  oi  treatment,  but 
before  final  tests  as  to  cure 
of  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

4.  "Number  of  persons  transferred 

11 

5 

1 

17 

1 

29 

6 

to  other  Treatment  Centres 

after  treatment  for  . 

5.  "Number  of  persons  discharged 

from  the  out-patient  Clinic 
after  completion  of  treatment 

and  observation  for  . 

6.  "Number  of  persons  who,  on 

53 

8 

53 

8 

the  1st  January,  1920,  were 
under  treatment  or  obser¬ 
vation  for  . 

20 

6 

1 

— 

24 

1 

1 

1 

46 

8 

Total — Items  3,  4,  5  and  6... 

71 

25 

2 

— 

80 

2 

54 

9 

207 

36 

7.  Total  attendances  of  all  per¬ 
sons  at  the  out-patient  Clinic 
who  were  suffering  from 

540 

162 

3 

516 

16 

98 

13 

1157 

191 

8.  Aggregate  number  of  “In¬ 
patient  days  ”  of  treatment 
given  to  persons  who  were 
suffering  from  . 

For  detection  of 

For 

Wasser- 

mann 

Reaction 

Spiro¬ 

chetes. 

Gono¬ 

cocci. 

Other 

Organ¬ 

isms. 

9.  Examinations  of  Pathological  material  : 

(a)  Specimens  which  were  examined  at, 

and  by  the  Medical  Officer  of,  the 
Treatment  Centre  . 

( b )  Specimens  from  persons  attending  at 

the  Treatment  Centre  which  were 
sent  for  examination  to  an  approved 
laboratory  . 

10 

46 

— 

109 

*  Persons  suffering  from  two  or  more  venereal  diseases  are  entered  under  the  heading  of 
each  disease  in  the  vertical  columns. 


Statement  showing  the  services  rendered  at  the  Treat¬ 
ment  Centre  during  the  year,  classified  according 

TO  THE  AREAS  IN  WTHICH  THE  PATIENTS  RESIDED. 


Name  of  County  or  County  Borough 
(or  Country  in  the  case  of  persons 
residing  elsewhere  than  in  England 
and  Wales)  to  be  inserted  in  these 
headings. 

W  allasey 

Liverpool 

^  Birken- 
|  head 

j  St.  Helens 

o 

P* 

-P 

o 

CG 

Shotton 

1 

Total 

. 

A.  Number  of  persons  from  each 
area  dealt  with  during  the  3^ear 
at  or  in  connection  with  the  out¬ 
patient  Clinic  for  the  first  time 
and  found  to  be  suffering  from  ; 

♦Syphilis  ... 

72 

1 

5 

78 

♦Soft  chancre 

1 

.  •  • 

i 

... 

.  •  • 

2 

♦Gonorrhoea 

73 

4 

2 

1 

1 

•  .  . 

81 

Conditions  other  than  venereal  . 

55 

7 

. . . 

.  .  • 

1 

63 

Total  ... 

201 

12 

8 

1 

1 

1 

224 

B.  Total  number  of  attendances  at 
the  out-patient  Clinic  of  all 
patients  residing  in  each  area  ... 

1250 

39 

38 

13 

5 

3 

1348 

C.  Aggregate  number  of  *‘  In-patient 
days  ”  of  all  pai  ients  residing  in 
each  area  ... 

D.  Number  of  doses  of  Salvarsan 
substitutes  given  in  the  Out¬ 
patient  Clinic  to  patients  residing 
in  each  area  . 

567 

7 

17 

591 

E.  The  names  of  Salvarsan  sub¬ 
stitutes  used  in  the  treatment  of 
syphilis  and  the  usual  initial  and 
final  doses  are  : 


Neo-kharsivan 

Novoarsenobillon 


2  Injections 
‘  3  ’  6  or*  9  of  •  6  a  week 
1  of  *9. 


F.  The  number  of  doses  of  Salvarsan  substitutes  usually  given  in  a 

full  course  of  treatment  is  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

G.  The  proportion  of  cases,  approximately,  in  which  Salvarsan  sub¬ 

stitutes  are  used  in  the  treatment  of  syphilis  is  ...  ...  ..  100°o 

H.  The  nature  of  tests  applied  in  deciding  as  to  discharge  of  patients  is: 

SYPHILIS. — A  Wassermann  test  is  taken  one  month  after  completion  of 
course  of  treatment.  If  negative  they  are  told  to  return  in  three  months* 
time,  and  again  in  a  year.  We  have  had  a  few  that  have  had  the  negative 
reaction  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


GONORRHCEA. — Freedom  from  all  discharge  for  some  weeks  with  and 
without  massage.  No  negarive  reaction  after  injection  of  large  dose^  of 
vaccine. 


♦If  a  person  has  been  treated  for  both  syphilis  and  gonorrhoea,  he  is  included 
under  both  diseases,  and  similarly  for  other  combinations  of  venereal 
diseases. 


No  patients  have  been  admitted  from  outside  areas. 
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It  will  be  observed  that  only  224  new  patients  attended 
the  Clinic  last  year,  and  of  these  63  were  found  not  to  be 
suffering  from  Venereal  Disease.  Of  the  161  genuine  cases 
78  were  due  to  Gonorrhoea  and  3  to  Syphilis  and  Gonorrhoea. 

An  unsatisfactory  feature  of  the  report  is  that  38  per 
cent,  of  the  cases  who  came  up  for  treatment  ceased  to  attend 
before  the  completion  of  their  treatment,  and  52  per  cent, 
before  it  was  finally  determined  that  they  were  cured. 

There  are  no  facilities  at  the  moment  for  the  treatment 
of  Gonorrhoea  other  than  when  the  Clinic  is  opened.  It  is,  of 
course,  difficult  to  gauge  whether  they  would  be  made  use  of 
even  if  provided.  Moreover,  if  it  were  thought  advisable  to 
provide  these  facilities  how  many  should  be  provided,  and 
where  could  they  be  placed?  I  am  of  opinion  that  no  place 
should  be  set  apart  specially  for  the  provision  of  these  facili¬ 
ties,  because  such  place  would  become  known  and  therefore 
would  not  be  used.  The  only  places  where  they  could  be  set 
up  without  attracting  notice  are  in  connection  with  the  public 
urinals.  Before  even  discussing  the  location  of  these  premises 
one  should  be  convinced  of  their  need,  and  on  that  point  I 
have  no  information  whatever.  It  may  be  that  that  informa¬ 
tion  may  be  forthcoming  as  the  result  of  a  more  intimate 
association  with  the  work  resulting  from  the  running  of  the 
Clinic  entirely  by  the  Corporation. 

Eight  doctors  are  qualified  to  receive  free  salvarsan  sub¬ 
stitutes.  Apart  from  the  Clinical  Officer  one  application  only 
was  made  during  the  year  for  free  salvarsan  substitutes. 

Of  the  218  specimens  sent  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  during  the  year  45  were  from  private  practitioners. 

Vo  action  was  necessary  under  the  Venereal  Diseases 
Act,  1917,  during  the  year. 

Propaganda  work  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  has 
taken  the  direction  of  public  meetings,  the  exhibition  of  a 
Cinema  film,  and  talks  to  workpeople. 


Annual  Return  from  Pathological  Laboratory. 

Liverpool  University. 


Pathological  Examinations  made  in  the  Bacteriological  Laboratory  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  December,  1919,  relating  to  persons 
residing  in  the  County  Borough  of  Wallasey:  — 


Nature  of  Test. 


For  detection  of 
Spirochetes 


For  detection  of 
Gonococci .. 


For  Wassermann 
reaction . 


1  .  Hill  INI 

> 

Quarter 

No.  of 
Tests 

Fee  per 
Test 

Cost. 

1 

3 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

For  Treatment  Centre 

2 

4 

3 

1 

3 

6 

1 

18 

6 

4 

3 

1 

For  Practitioners  . 

2 

1 

3 

1 

3 

6 

0 

7 

0 

4 

... 

1 

5 

For  Treatment  Centre 

2 

4 

3 

27 

3 

6 

8 

11 

6 

4 

13 

1 

For  Practitioners  . 

2 

... 

3 

3 

3 

6 

1 

4 

6 

4 

4 

1 

30 

For  Treatment  Centre 

2 

25 

3 

28 

5 

0 

28 

5 

0 

4 

30 

1 

5 

For  Practitioners  . 

2 

6 

3 

13 

5 

0 

9 

0 

0 

4 

12 

TOTALS  . 

218 

£49 

6 

6 

Leaflets,  pamphlets,  etc.,  have  been  distributed  at  these 
lectures  calling  attention  to  the  grave  dangers  associated  with 
Venereal  Diseases. 


Notices  have  also  been  displayed  in  the  various  public 
lavatories  and  urinals  with  a  similar  object  in  view,  urging 
the  importance  of  early  treatment,  and  pointing  out  how  free 
treatment  can  be  obtained,  and  where. 
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SmaEI»pox. 

There  were  3  cases  of  Small-pox  notified  during  the  year, 
2  being  notified  at  one  house  on  May  27th,  both  females  (aunt 
and  niece),  aged  41  years  and  17  years.  They  were  at  the 
beginning  of  the  pustular  stage  when  notified.  Despite  dili¬ 
gent  inquiry  no  source  of  infection  could  be  discovered.  They 
were  both  in  the  same  stage  and  evidently  were  infected  at 
the  same  time.  One  of  these  patients  was  said  never  to  have 
left  the  house  on  the  days  when  she  must  have  been  infected. 
Neither  patient  had  been  vaccinated  since  infancy.  The  con¬ 
tacts  were  vaccinated  immediately  the  case  was  notified,  but 
having  regard  to  the  length  of  time  they  were  vaccinated 
after  the  first  exposure  to  infection  it  was  a  source  of  congra¬ 
tulation  that  no  further  cases  occurred  in  the  house. 

The  third  case,  which  had  no  connection  with  the  previous 
cases,  was  notified  on  the  27th  June.  The  onset  of  the 
disease  dated  from  the  19th .  The  source  of  infection  could 
not  be  ascertained  in  this  case.  Again  it  must  be  considered 
fortunate  that  no  second  case  arose,  having  regard  to  the 
length  of  time  susceptible  people  were  exposed  to  the  infec¬ 
tion.  This  patient  (an  adult  aged  54)  had  been  vaccinated 
in  infancy,  but  never  re-vaccinated.  The  primary  vaccination 
showed  two  very  faint  scars. 

All  the  three  cases  were  well  marked  and  quite  typical. 

The  elder  of  the  two  showed  two  very  faint  vaccination 
scars,  the  younger  patient  had  two  well  defined  but  small 
scars  dating  from  infancy. 

184  contacts  were  visited  during  the  year,  mostly  mem¬ 
bers  of  crews  of  vessels  arriving  in  Liverpool  from  ports  where 
Small-pox  was  prevalent. 

Public  Health  (Small-Pox  Prevention)  Regulations, 

1917. 

No  primary  vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations  were  per¬ 
formed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year. 

Particulars  with  regard  to  vaccination  of  infants  bv  the 
Public  Vaccinators  for  the  past  few  years  will  be  found 
appended.  These  figures  are  supplied  by  the  Vaccination 
Officer. 


Va.ccina.tioBi  Returns  for  Wallasey  for 

the  last  five  years. 

(Supplied  by  the  Vaccination  Officer). 


July  1st  to  June  30th 

\i  r  \  o  i  m  ^  jmr7i 


1914-15 

1915-16 

1916-17 

1917-18 

1918-19 

Successfully  Vaccinated . 

1,305 

1,371 

1,197 

989 

828 

Died  before  Vaccination . 

112 

96 

83 

81 

85 

Insusceptible  . 

15 

7 

13 

8 

11 

Conscientious  Objections . 

211 

199 

191 

170 

130 

Postponed  by  Medical  Certifi- 

cate  . 

43 

23 

32 

45 

101 

Removed,  Traced,  and  Vac- 

filiation  Officers  notified  ... 

10 

19 

22 

29 

35 

Not  found,  or  removed  to  places 

unknown  . 

33 

24 

29 

26 

30 

Not  Vaccinated,  or  otherwise 
accounted  for  . 

92 

5 

17 

15 

24 

Total  Number  of  Births  Regis¬ 
tered  . 

1,821 

1,744 

1,584 

1,363 

1,244 

Anthrax. 

IV o  case  of  Anthrax  was  reported  in  the  Borough  during 
the  year. 

Rabies. 

Xo  case  of  Babies  occurred  in  the  year. 


Meteorological  Data  for  1319. 

(SUPPLIED  BY  MR.  PLUMMER) 

From  observations  made  at  the  Ridston  Observatory:  — 


TEMPERATURE.  RAINFALL. 


1919.  Mean 

Barometer. 


Month 

in. 

Mean. 

o 

January 

...  29-700* 

38-6 

February 

...  29-788 

356 

March 

...  29-816 

38-2 

April 

....  29-965 

44-9 

May  . 

...  30-042 

56-6 

June  . 

...  30-105 

56-4 

July  . 

...  30  054 

56-9 

August 

...  29-975 

59-1 

September  ... 

...  29-974 

55  5 

October 

...  30-175 

47-3 

November  ... 

...  29-783 

39-3 

December  ... 

...  29-709 

42-7 

Year  . 

...  29-924 

Av.  47-6 

Difference 

from 

Average. 

Amount. 

Difference 

from 

Average. 

o 

in. 

in. 

-0-7 

2-480 

+  0-365 

-5-6 

1-056 

-0-642 

—41 

4-912 

+  3041 

-2-4 

1-085 

—0540 

+4-8 

0-955 

-0-976 

—10 

1-402 

—0663 

—3-9 

1-756 

—0-885 

—14 

3744 

+  0-706 

-0-7 

2-897 

+  0126 

-2-3 

2-675 

-0-736 

—39 

1-317 

—1201 

+  2-8 

4-841 

+  2087 

-1-5 

29-120 

+  0  683 

Meteorological  Data  for  1919,  from  observations  made  at  the  Corporation^ 

Meteorological  Station,  Marine  Park,  New  Brighton. 
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Total  Rainfall  for  year:  31156  ins.  tit  must  be  remembered  that  the  recorded  temperatures  were  not  taken  on  the  ground  level. 
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Maternity  and  ChiSd  Welfare. 

New  Street  Centre. 

Work  lias  been  carried  on  in  the  new  permanent  premises 
New  Street,  Seacombe,  since  January,  1919.  It  lias  been 
distinctly  successful. 

The  Centre  is  now  open  two  afternoons  a  week  for  Child 
Welfare  work,  and  one  afternoon  for  Sewing  Classes.  The 
latter  are  run  entirely  by  voluntary  effort,  while  the  Lady 
Health  Visitors  assist  on  those  days  when  the  babies  attend. 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  attends  one  afternoon  a  week. 

In  spite  of  all  efforts  to  equally  apportion  the  work  be¬ 
tween  the  two  days  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  do  this. 
By  far  the  greater  number  persist  in  attending  on  the  after¬ 
noon  when  the  doctor  is  present,  with  the  result  that  the 
rooms  then  become  uncomfortably  congested.  The  average 
attendance  on  those  afternoons  works  out  at  about  90.  This 
number  is  too  large  to  cope  with  efficiently.  The  only  way  to 
prevent  overcrowding  is  for  the  doctor  to  be  in  attendance 
two  or  three  afternoons  per  week.  In  order  to  accomplish 
this  it  will  be  necessary  to  obtain  extra  assistance. 

It  is  also  desirable  to  open  a  Centre  at  another  portion 
of  the  district,  since  it  is  very  inconvenient  (and  in  many 
instances  impossible)  for  mothers  to  bring  their  children  two 
or  three  miles  to  the  Centre,  although  the  trams  are  conveni¬ 
ent. 

The  value  of  the  work  cannot  be  over-estimated.  The 
largely  increased  attendances  show  how  much  it  is  appreci¬ 
ated  by  the  mothers- themselves.  It  should  be  thoroughly 
understood  that  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  not  run  in  any 
sense  as  a  hospital  out-patient  department.  It  is  first  and 
foremost,  and  all  the  time,  an  Educative  Centre  where 
mothers  are  taught  the  extreme  value  of  breast  feeding,  regu¬ 
larity  in  everything,  the  need  for  fresh  air,  cleanliness,  and 
suitable  clothing.  In  a  word  they  are  taught  how  to  keep  a 
healthy  baby  healthy.  It  may  be  said  that  beyond  simple 
aperients  the  bottle  of  medicine  is  conspicuous  by  its  absence, 
and  drugs  are  practically  never  prescribed.  I  look  upon  this 
as  one  of  the  most  important  points  to  be  watched  in  all 
V  elfare  Centres,  the  usefulness  of  which  will  be  very  materi- 
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ally  diminished,  if  not  altogether  destroyed,  if  they  are 
allowed  to  become  merely  medicine-providing  institutions. 
The  work  essentially  is  and  must  remain  preventive. 

On  the  first  floor  of  the  New  Street  Centre  there  are  eight 
beds  for  ailing  children  (4  for  babies  and  4  for  children  be¬ 
tween  the  ages  of  6  months  and  12  months),  but  owing  to  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  the  necessary  furniture  during  1919 
(especially  the  cots)  this  portion  of  the  work  was  not  com¬ 
menced  until  September,  the  first  case  being  admitted  on 
September  15th.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  four  cots,  which 
were  on  order  from  August,  had  not  been  delivered  by  the 
end  of  the  year.  The  primary  idea  underlying  the  provision 
of  those  cots  was  to  give  a  good  start  to  those  children  who 
were  ailing,  and  whose  home  conditions  were  bad,  and  where 
the  mother  was  careless  or  ignorant  or  both.  It  was  soon 
found,  however,  that  it  was  not  possible  to  limit  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  the  beds  entirely  to  such  children,  so  the  scope  of  the 
work  has  been  extended.  For  example,  experience  showed 
that  mothers  suffering  from  Phthisis,  and  who  had  very  young 
babies,  were  prevented  from  entering  the  Sanatorium  by 
reason  of  having  to  attend  these  babies.  In  a  few  instances 
such  babies  have  been  taken  into  the  Centre.  Similarly  in 
the  case  of  a  mother  suffering  from  advanced  tuberculosis, 
she  was  admitted  into  the  Advanced  Block  at  Mill  Lane,  and 
her  baby  was  taken  care  of  in  the  Centre.  Again,  a  mother 
died  from  Pneumonia,  leaving  five  young  children,  the  young¬ 
est  being  but  a  few  days  old.  The  baby  was  taken  in  until 
the  father  could  make  suitable  arrangements. 

The  babies  remained  in  variable  times  according  to  cir¬ 
cumstances.  This  provision  for  children  has  been  found  to 
be  exceedingly  useful,  and  already  in  the  small  number  of 
cases  dealt  with  it  can  be  said  with  perfect  truth  that  at  least 
the  lives  of  two  children  have  been  saved. 

The  Staff  of  the  Centre  consists  of  a  Sister  in  charge,  a 
trained  Nurse  and  three  Probationers,  with,  of  course,  the 
usual  domestic  help. 

Voluntary  workers  also  attend  on  all  occasions  when  the 
Centre  is  open,  and  assist  in  weighing  babies,  keeping  books, 
etc. 


The  following  figures  show  details  with  regard  to  the 

Cases  admitted  to  New  Street  Centre  in  1919. 

First  case  admitted  September  15th,  1919. 

Number  of  cases  admitted  for  first  time  to  December  31st:  — 


(a)  at  ages  under  six  months  .  4 

( b )  at  ages  six  months  to  twelve  months  .  6 

( c )  at  ages  twelve  months  to  two  years  .  1 

Total  .  11 

Number  of  cases  re-admittecl  during  1919:  — 

(a)  at  ages  under  six  months  .  — 


(b)  at  ages  six  months  to  twelve  months  .  1 

Total  .  1 

« 

Total  admissions  and  re-admissions  .  12 

Number  of  cases  discharged  during  1919  .  7 

Number  fatal  .  0 

Number  remaining  in  at  December  31st  .  5 

Total  .  12 

Number  of  days  each  patient  remained  in:  — 


ase  No. 

,  1  . 

.  53 

days 

Case  No.  7  . 

—  day 

9 

*j  . 

.  G$ 

>  > 

8  . 

3  3 

3  . 

.  22 

9  . 

14  „ 

4  . 

.  GT 

}  5 

10  . 

5  . 

.  GO 

}  5 

11  . 

3  3 

6  . 

.  13 

12  . 

>  > 

(Cases 

7,  8 

,  10,  11 

and 

12  still  in  at  Decembe 

r  31st.) 

Average  number  of  days  each  discharged  case  remained  in  the 

Centre  =  42  J. 


All  did  extremely  well.  Mothers  are  encouraged  to  visit 
their  children,  aifd  are  shown  how  to  mix  the  food,  how  the 
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baby  should  be  fed,  and  they  receive  instruction  on  all  those 
matters  on  which  they  were  found  to  be  ignorant  when  the 
child  was  at  home. 

The  following  figures  show  the  work  that  has  been  done 
during  1919  in  connection  with  Infants  and  Mothers 
attending  the  New  Street  Centre:  — 

Infants. 

Number  of  Infants  on  the  books  at  January  1st,  1919  798 

,,  new  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year .  468 

,,  attendances  of  infants  at  the  Centre  during 

the  year  . 6,501 

,,  visits  to  the  homes  of  infants  who  attend 

the  Centre  . 1,582 

,,  infants  on  the  books  at  January  1st,  1920  ...  1,260* 
Note. — The  actual  number  of  visits  and  re-visits  paid  to  all 
infants  (whether  attending  the  Centre  or  not)  was  4,489. 

Expectant  Mothers. 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  on  the  books  at  January 

1st,  1919 . 18 

,,  new  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year  ...  84 

,,  attendances  of  expectant  mothers  at  the 

Centre  during  the  year  .  451 

,,  first  visits  to  the  homes  of  expectant  mothers  74 

,,  re-visits  ,,  ,,  ,,  153 

,,  expectant  mothers  on  the  books  at  January 

1st,  1920  . “  27 

Children’s  Beds  in  Institutions. 

By  arrangement  with  the  hospital  authorities  two  beds 
are  available  for  cases  of  Packets  at  the  Leasowe  Hospital 
Babies’  Annexe.  The  Corporation  have  also  acquired  six 
beds  at  West  Kirby  Convalescent  Home  for  children  between 
the  ages  of  3  to  15  years  (girls),  and  3  to  12  years  (boys). 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  cases  sent  to  institutions, 
where  the  Corporation  have  beds  for  Wallasey  children:  — 


List  of  Wallasey  Cases  treated  in  Leasowe  Sanatorium  for  Children. 

(NoN-PuLMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS.) 
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List  of  Wallasey  Infants  treated  in  Leasowe  Sanatorium  for  Children. — Babies’  Annexe. 
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List  of  Wallasey  Cases  treated  in  Loyal  Liverpool  Country  Hospital  for 

Children,  Heswall. 
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List  o  f  W  all  a  s  ey 


Cases  treated  in 


West  Kirby  Children’s  Convalescent  Hospital. 


Patient’s 

Initials. 

Age. 

Nature  of 
Disease. 

Date 

Admitted. 

Date 

Discharged. 

No.  of 
days. 

W.G. 

4 

After  measles 

Aug.  8,  1916 

Aug.  29,  1916 

21 

H.H. 

ifV 

Tabes  mesenteric  a 

Aug.  29,  1916 

Oct.  9,  1916 

41 

A.R. 

7 

After  eye  operation 

Oct.  9,  1916 

Nov.  13,  1916 

34 

D.W. 

2 

After  Pneumonia 

Nov.  20,  1916 

Dec.  4,  1916 

14 

A.B. 

7 

Debility 

Dec.  11,  1916 

Feb.  19,  1917 

70 

W.F. 

21 

Debility 

Feb.  19,  1917 

Mar.  4,  1917 

13 

M.C. 

7 

Debility 

Mar.  4,  1917 

Mar.  25,  1917 

21 

R.J. 

5 

Debility 

Mar.  25,  1917 

June  14,  1917 

81 

M.G. 

8 

Debility 

June  14,  1917 

Julv  16,  1917 

32 

J.B. 

9 

Debility 

July  16,  1917 

Aug.  10,  1917 

25 

W.G. 

5 

Debility 

Aug.  10,  1917 

Aug.  27,  1917 

17 

J.M. 

7 

Debility 

Aug.  27,  1917 

Sept.  17,  1917 

21 

BAY. 

5 

Rickets 

Sept.  17,  1917 

Oct.  8,  1917 

21 

J.McC. 

7 

Debility 

Oct.  8,  1917 

Oct.  29,  1917 

21 

W.D. 

11 

Debility 

Oct.  29.  1917 

Nov.  19,  1917 

21 

W.Y. 

5 

Infantile  paralysis 

Nov.  19,  1917 

Dec.  20,  1917 

31 

H.S. 

6 

Debility 

Jan.  21,  1918 

Apl.  2,  1918 

91 

R.B. 

9 

T.B.  Spine 

Apl.  2,  1918 

Apl.  22,  1918 

20 

F.F. 

3 

Bronchitis 

Apl.  22  1918 

May  13,  1918 

21 

B.W. 

6 

Rickets 

June  10,  1918 

J  uly  13,  1918 

33 

D.W. 

4 

Whooping  cough 

J  uly  13,  1918 

July  22,  1918 

9 

G.B. 

4 

After  eye  operation 

July  22,  1918 

Aug.  12,  1918 

21 

J.W. 

9 

Asthma 

Aug.  12,  1918 

Aug.  19,  1918 

7 

F.F. 

1  1  2 

Pyoemia 

Aug.  19,  1918 

Sept.  15,  1918 

27 

D.P. 

3 

Rickets 

Sept.  16,  1918 

Oct.  14,  1918 

29 

D.R. 

11 

T.B.  Hip 

Oct.  14,  1918 

Nov.  8,  1918 

25 

B.B. 

6 

Pneumonia 

Nov.  12,  1918 

Nov.  29,  1918 

17 

A.W. 

7 

Debility 

Nov.  29,  1918 

Dec.  30,  1918 

32 

— .H.  • 

6 

T.B.  Peritonitis 

Jan.  20,  1919 

Feb.  1,  1919 

(Died) 

12 

MAY. 

8 

Pneumonia 

May  5,  1919 

Still  in 

List  of  Wallasey 


Cases  treated  in 


West  Kirby  Children’s  Convalescent  Hospital. 


Patient’s 

Initials. 

Age. 

Nature  of 
Disease. 

Date 

Admitted. 

Date 

Discharged. 

No.  o 
days. 

M.H. 

11 

Glands 

May  5,  1919 

May  19,  1919 

14 

Iv.H. 

6 

Debility 

May  5,  1919 

July  28,  1919 

84 

M.D. 

7 

Debility 

May  5,  1919 

May  16,  1919 

11 

AI.L. 

6 

Debility 

May  5,  1919 

J  une  9,  1919 

35 

W.K. 

41 

Debility 

May  5,  1919 

July  28,  1919 

84 

N.C. 

8 

Debility 

May  16,  1919 

July  28,  1919 

73 

W.J. 

6 

Glands 

May  23,  1919 

Still  in 

- — - 

M.D. 

8 

Debility 

June  16,  1919 

July  28,  1919 

42 

R.D. 

11 

Knee  joint 

June  14,  1919 

J  uly  5,  1919 

9  9 

j—  _ 

T.A. 

Rickets 

July  14,  1919 

Sept.  1,  1919 

49 

N.F. 

5 

Debility 

July  28,  1919 

Aug.  25,  1919 

28 

A.F. 

6 

Pneumonia 

July  28,  1919 

Still  in 

— 

N.S. 

7 

Debility 

July  28,  1919 

Sept.  15,  1919 

49 

R.K. 

4 

Debility 

July  28,  1919 

Oct.  20,  1919 

79 

F.S. 

11 

Debility 

Aug.  25,  1919 

Sept.  15,  1919 

21 

G.M. 

4 

Debility 

Sept.  15,  1919 

Oct.  20,  1919 

35 

W.J. 

14 

Debility 

Sept.  1,  1919 

Sept.  22,  1919 

21 

G.L. 

12 

Debility 

Sept.  15,  1919 

Oct.  20,  1919 

35 

J.M. 

7 

Debility 

Sept.  23,  1919 

Oct.  13,  1919 

20 

S.R. 

10 

Debility 

Oct.  13,  1919 

Nov.  24,  1919 

42 

C.K. 

6 

Debility 

Oct.  20,  1919 

Nov.  10,  1919 

21 

W.B. 

11 

Debility 

Oct.  20,  1919 

Still  in 

- — 

F.O’H. 

•  9 

Debility 

Oct.  20,  1919 

Nov.  15,  1919 

26 

II.  vS. 

11 

Cough  ‘ 

Nov.  10,  1919 

Still  in 

- — 

M.B. 

7 

Neck  gland 

Nov.  24,  1919 

Still  in 

— 

E.K. 

12 

Neck  gland 

Nov.  24,  1919 

Still  in 

— 

During  the  year  cases  have  been  referred  to  institutions, 
ns  under  :  — 


Children. 


35  to  the  Victoria  Central  Hospital  (8  in-patients  and  27 
out-patients). 

11  to  the  Southern  Hospital,  Liverpool, 

14  to  the  Children’s  Infirmary,  Liverpool. 

2  to  the  St.  Paul’s  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  Liverpool. 

3  to  the  Convalescent  Home  in  Southport. 

28  to  West  Kirby  Children’s  Convalescent  Home. 

4  to  Heswall  Country  Hospital. 

8  (noil-pulmonary)  to  Leasowe  Sanatorium. 

6  to  the  Leasowe  Baby  Annexe. 

5  to  the  Dental  Hospital,  Liverpool. 

18  to  Mill  Lane  Hospital  (Diarrhoea,  Tuberculosis,  etc.). 


Mothers. 


13  to  the  Shaw  Street  Hospital,  Liverpool. 

10  to  the  Dental  Hospital,  Liverpool. 

26  to  Mill  Lane  Hospital,  Wallasey. 

IT  to  the  Victoria  Central  Hospital,  Wallasey. 


The  following*  Table  gives  a  summary  of 

Visits  re  Child  Welfare. 


Xo.  of  first  visits  re  registered  births  . 

re-visits  ,,  ,,  . 

visits  re  stillbirths  . ' . 

,,  ophthalmia  cases  . 

,,  puerperal  cases . 

visits  to  Maternity  Centre  . 

first  visits  to  homes  re  expectant  mothers 
re-visits  , ,  , , 

first  visits  to  homes  re  infants 
attending  the  Centre 
re-visits  to  homes  re  infants 
attending  the  Centre 
visits  re  infant  deaths  . 


}  5 


Included  in 
figures  above  re 
Registered 
Births. 


1,318 

2,907 

7 

172 

4 

306 

85 

144 

208 

1,374 

26 
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No. 


) } 

7  7 

7  7 


7  7 


of  visits  re  cases  of  Diarrhoea  . 

visits  re  Measles .  365' 

,,  Whooping  Cough  ...  16 

,,  Mumps  .  52  ► 

,,  Chicken  Pox . 180 

,,  other  minor  Inf.  Dis.  98. 
references  to  Education  Authority 

enquiry  visits  . 

references  to  Guardians . 

N.S.P.C.C . 


•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

...  10 

Total  visits  't 
minor 
Infectious 
Diseases. 

re 

711 

•  •  •  •  •  « 

. . .  588 

...  618 

,  ...  •  •  • 

...  12 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

...  13 

Co-ordination  with  School  Medical  Service. 

All  the  information  on  the  birth  cards  and  the  results  of 
the  domiciliary  visits  of  the  Health  Visitors,  up  to  the  age 
of  5  years,  will  be  condensed  and  passed  on  to  the  School 
Medical  Officer  for  his  information,  and  to  be  incorporated  on 
the  child’s  school  card. 


Stillbirths. 

The  Cemetery  Registrar  notifies  me  of  all  bodies  of  still¬ 
born  children  which  are  taken  to  him  for  interment.  Enqui¬ 
ries  are  then  made,  principally  at  present  with  the  view  of 
finding  out  whether  the  stillbirth  was  due  to  natural  causes 
or  to  the  use  of  abortifacients ;  in  other  words,  whether  the 
mother  was  or  was  not  in  any  way  a  party  to  producing  the 
stillbirth.  Arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  in  the 
future  as  many  as  possible  of  the  stillbirths  wfill  be  sent  to 
Liverpool  University  for  pathological  examination. 

The  Unmarried  Mother. 

No  institutional  provision  has  yet  been  made  for  dealing 
with  unmarried  mothers  and  illegitimate  children,  but  nego¬ 
tiations  are  on  foot  whereby  accommodation  for  Wallasey 
cases  can  be  provided  in  a  home  established  for  that  purpose 
in  Birkenhead.  No  institutional  provision  obtains  at  the 
moment  for  mothers  suffering  from  Venereal  Disease.  ‘It  does 
not  appear  to  me  that  the  method  of  dealing  with  unmarried 
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mothers  and  illegitimate  children  in  institutions  is  the  best 
method  for  all  cases.  I  would  suggest  that  many  cases  could 
best  be  dealt  with  by  boarding  them  out  in  suitable  homes. 
The  opportunity  for  comparing  notes  which  these  unfortu¬ 
nate  girls  have  in  institutions  is  by  no  means  a  good  thing 
for  them.  I  think  it  would  be  found  much  cheaper  and  better 
in  every  way  for  a  proportion  of  these  cases  to  be  boarded  out 
in  carefully  selected  homes,  and  for  the  mother  to  be  kept 
wTith  the  child  at  the  expense  of  the  rates  so  long  as  she 
breast-feeds  it.  In  the  event  of  her  not  being  able  to  do  so 
she  could  work,  and  partly  bear  the  expense  of  maintenance 
of  the  child,  returning  home  at  night  to  tend  her  baby.  I  do 
not  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  finding  suitable 
homes  if  the  Corporation  guaranteed  the  expense.  The  mother 
could  be  surrounded  with  every  influence  for  good  and  be  kept 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Health  Visitors .  I  recognise  that 
for  certain  classes  of  cases  there  is  nothing  but  institutional 
treatment.  The  need  for  provision  of  some  kind  or  other  is 
urgently  required.  The  death  rate  amongst  illegitimate 
children  is  more  than  twice  that  of  legitimate  children,  and 
the  sickness  rate  amongst  them  correspondingly  high.  The 
unfortunate  children  themselves  never  get  a  fair  chance,  but 
it  is  difficult  to  get  the  sanction  of  committees  to  spend  money 
out  of  the  rates  on  these  cases,  either  in  the  way  of  providing 
institutions  for  them  or  in  any  other  manner. 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea. 

With  regard  to  Epidemic  Diarrhoea  very  few  cases  have 
come  to  my  notice  for  several  years  past.  The  general 
measures  adopted  for  the  prevention  of  it  include  the  substi¬ 
tution  of  bins  for  ashpits,  the  flushing  and  cleansing  of  back 
passages  during  the  hot  weather,  the  emptying  of  midden- 
steads  once  a  week  during  hot  weather,  and,  generally,  the 
teaching  of  individuals  by  the  Health  Visitors  on  the  neces¬ 
sity  for  keeping  food  covered,  etc.,  etc. 

“  Highfield,”  Mill  Lane. 

During  the  year  the  premises  known  as  <£  Highfield,” 
Mill  Lane,  have  been  acquired  by  the  Corporation 


as  a 
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Maternity  Home.  It  is  hoped  that  during  the  current  year 
eight  or  ten  beds  will  be  available  for  maternity  cases. 


Ante-Natal  Work. 

Very  little  is  done  at  the  moment  in  connection  with  ante¬ 
natal  work.  The  Inspector  of  Midwives  visits  Midwives  regu¬ 
larly  and  attempts  to  get  into  touch  with  expectant  mothers, 
but  all  Midwives  are  not  willing  to  give  information  regard¬ 
ing  their  future  engagements.  When  the  Inspector  is  able 
to  get  in  touch  with  expectant  mothers  she  gives  advice  with 
regard  to  their  pregnancy,  examines  the  urine,  and,  where 
the  birth  promises  to  be  abnormal,  makes  arrangements  as 
far  as  possible  for  the  confinement.  This  wTork,  however,  re¬ 
quires  development,  but  it  cannot  be  developed  until  extra 
assistance  is  obtained.  When  the  beds  at  “  Highfield  ”  are 
ready  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  obtain  the  services  of 
a  whole-time  doctor  for  this  and  other  branches  of  Child 
Welfare  Work,  and  also  to  have  a  call  on  the  services  of  an 
expert  gynaecologist. 

Midwives  Act. 

Summary  of  the  Work  done  under  the  Midwives  Act, 

DURING  1919. 

Routine  Visits  paid  to  Midwives’  houses,  Inspection 

of  Bags,  Case  b.ooks,  etc . 117 

Enquiries  re  Still-born  Children .  7 

Other  Enquiries  .  60 

Total  Tisits  paid  under  the  Midwives  Act  . 181 


Under  the  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board  (E.  18) 
the  following  notifications  have  been  received  :  — 

Records  of  sending  for  medical  help  (sec  Table  below)  76 

Notifications  of  Still-births  .  — 

>>  ,,  Laying- out  Head  .  — 
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Deaths  of  Children  before  attendance  of  a  Medical 

Practitioner  . 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  attended  by  Midwives 

Cases  of  other  Infectious  Disease  notified  by  Midwives  — 

Cases  of  Ophthalmia  notified  by  Midwives .  2 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  causes  for  which  Medical 
help  was  sought  in  the  T6  cases  mentioned  above  :  — 

Feebleness  of  Infant 

Protracted  labour  . 

Retained  Placenta  . 

Instrumental  x\id  . 

Prematurity  . 

P  o  s  t  -  p  a  r  turn  H  se  m  o  r  r  h  a  g  e 
Ante-partum  Haemorrhage 
Laceration  of  Perineum  . . . 

Placenta  Preevia  . 

Inflamed  Eyelids  . 

Abnormal  Presentation  ... 

Rise  of  Temperature 
Abortions  . 

Various  other  cases .  4 

70 


21 

T 

6 

4 
1 
1 

5 
1 
4 
8 
0 


Under  Section  8,  I  have  to  keep  the  Central  Midwives ’ 
Board  acquainted  with  the  death,  change  of  name  or  address 
of  any  Midwife. 


The  undermentioned  changes  have  been  notified  in  1919  : 

Change  of  name  .  — 

Change  of  address  .  — 

Death  of  Midwife  . . .  ...  — 

Notice  of  intention  to  cease  practice  ...  — 

Removed  from  District  .  — 
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There  are  28  Midwives  on  the  Roll,  24  of  whom  are 
trained,  and  4  untrained.  None  are  illiterate.  Their  registers 
(which  are  on  the  whole  well  kept)  and  their  bags  are  regu¬ 
larly  inspected  by  a  lady  Health  Visitor,  who  possesses  the 
C.M.B.  qualification. 

The  total  number  of  cases  attended  by  Midwives  was  625. 


In  3  instances  I  interviewed  and  warned  Midwives  for 
slight  irregularities  which  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  gross 
enough  to  warrant  reporting  them  to  the  Local  Supervising 
Authority ;  but  it  is  open  to  question  whether  even  this  slight 
disciplinary  work  was  not  ultra  vires. 


The  offences  were  :  — 

Non-notification  of  Ophthalmia  .  1 

,,  ,,  Rise  of  Temperature  — 

Failure  to  keep  Register  entered  up  ...  1 

Not  remaining  with  patient  until  child¬ 
birth  (child  born  shortly  after  her 
leaving)  .  1 

No  death  of  a  Midwife  on  the  Roll  has  occurred  during 
the  year. 


Puerperal  Fever. 

Two  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  both  cases  prov¬ 
ing  fatal.  One  was  in  the  practice  of  a  Midwife,  the  other 
was  attended  by  a  Doctor  and  a  Midwife. 


the  only  institutional  treatment  provided  for  cases  of 
Puerperal  Fever  is  in  the  Poor  Law  Infirmary. 
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COMPARATIVE  VIEW  OF  10  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  CAUSES 
OF  INFANT  MORTALITY  (UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE  ) 

IN  WALLASEY,  DURING  1919. 


BIRTH. 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

9  Notifications  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  have  been 
received  during  the  year,  namely,  7  from  medical  practi¬ 
tioners  and  2  from  midwives.  All  the  cases  recovered. 

The  number  of  visits  by  the  Lady  Inspectors  was  172. 
Practically  all  these  were  for  douching  purposes. 

Two  of  the  Lady  Health  Visitors  have  received  special 
instruction  at  St.  Paul’s  Eye  Hospital,  Liverpool,  in  the 
douching  of  eyes  of  children  suffering  from  Ophthalmia  Neo¬ 
natorum.  All  the  cases  notified  were  treated  by  them  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  doctor.  All  the  cases  recovered 
without  injury  to  the  eyes.  Two  of  the  severe  cases  were 
referred  to  St.  Paul’s  Eye  Hospital,  one  being  treated  as  an 
in-patient. 


Infant  Mortality- 

Luring  the  vear  1919  the  deaths  of  108  children  were 

CJ  t, 

recorded  who  had  not  at  the  time  of  their  death  reached  the 
age  of  one  year.  This  gives  an  Infant  Mortality  Pate  of  75 
per  1,000  births,  as  against  84  in  1918. 

The  table  below  shows  at  a  glance  the  number  of  births 
and  infant  deaths  and  the  infant  mortality  rates  per  1,000 
births  in  the  Wards  during  1919. 


Wards.  . 


Ward 

No. 

No.  of 
Births 
in  1919. 

No.  of  Infant 
Deaths  in 
1919. 

1 

Infant  Mortality 
Rates  per  1000 
Births  in  1919, 

1 . 

94 

9 

957 

2 . 

96 

9 

937 

3 . 

108 

5 

46-3 

4 . 

114 

7 

61-4 

5 . 

105 

7 

666 

6 . 

126 

6 

47-6 

7 . 

162 

17 

104-9 

8 . 

215 

15 

69-7 

9 . 

222 

16 

72-0 

10 . 

145 

17 

1171 

*35 

*  Plus  registered  elsewhere 


infant  Mortality  in  Waliasey  during  the  year  1919. 

xiett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Aoe. 
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Let  us  examine  the  foregoing  Table  relating  to  infant 
mortality  and  compare  it  with  similar  Tables  of  the  previous 
three  years. 


1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1 — Common  Infectious  Diseases  caused  . 

4 

6 

18 

.  1 

2— Diarrhceal  Diseases  caused  ...  . 

8 

3 

6 

3 

3 — Wasting  Diseases  (including  Premature  Birth, 
Atrophy  and  Marasmus)  caused  . 

60 

42 

35 

54 

4 — Tuberculosis  Diseases  caused . • 

1 

1 

4 

1 

5 — And  other  causes,  including  Respiratory  Dis¬ 
eases,  Convulsions  and  Overlying,  caused 

*55 

*51 

o 

o 

* 

*48 

including  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  . 

(26) 

(25) 

(29) 

(25) 

It  will  be  noticed  that  out  of  the  108  deaths  of  infants 
53  occurred  under  one  month  from  birth,  the  majority  of  these 
doubtless  died  from  causes  which  in  the  present  state  of  our 
knowledge  could  not  have  been  prevented,  but  on  the  other 
hand  at  least  10  of  them  (or  20%)  represents  the  possible 
reduction  in  the  mortality  of  this  age  period. 


Feeding  of  Children. 

A  summary  of  the  enquiries  made  into  the  feeding  of 
children  who  have  died  under  the  age  of  one  year  during  the 
last  twelve  years  is  of  interest. 

The  births  registered  in  those  years  numbered  18,656. 

In  1908  67  per  cent,  of  the  births  were  visited. 

In  1919  92  per  cent,  of  the  births  were  visited. 

A  very  interesting  fact  emerges  with  regard  to  the  breast¬ 
feeding  of  children,  namely,  that  while 

In  1908  75  per  cent,  of  those  visited  were  breast-fed, 

In  1919  91  jier  cent,  of  those  visited  were  breast-fed. 

The  increase  in  the  percentage  of  breast-feeding  has  been 
progressive  during  the  twelve  years,  and  the  percentage  of 
bottle-fed  babies  lias  progressively  decreased,  these  being  14 
in  1908,  and  only  2  in  1919. 
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Enquiries  into  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  showed 

that 

Of  those  breast-fed  314  died, 

Of  those  bottle-fed  658  died, 

jOf  those  breast  and  bottle-fed  181  died ; 
which  means  that  although  the  number  of  breast-fed  children 
is  considerably  greater  than  those  artificially  fed  the  deaths 
of  children  artificially  fed  are  actually  more  than  twice  as 
many  as  those  fed  on  the  breast. 


The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  in  the  four  quar¬ 
ters  were  as  follows  :  — 


First  Quarter 
Second  Quarter 


46  Third  Quarter 

18  Fourth  Quarter 


14 

30 


Y  ear. 

No.  of  Deaths 
of  Infants  under 
one  year. 

Per  cent,  of 
Total  Deaths 

Rate  of  Infant 
Mortality  per 
1,000  Births. 

Deaths  of 
Children  under 
5  Years. 

1915 

143 

12*8 

80 

203 

1916 

128 

1 2*5 

72 

186 

1917 

98 

9-4 

67 

166 

1918 

123 

10-5 

84 

214 

1919 

108 

io-o 

75 

168 

Details  of  deaths  under  one  year  for  the  last  12  years, 

» /  t 

from  those  diseases’ most  fatal  to  infants  are  given  below:  — 


1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  12 

5 

10 

46 

0 

15 

14 

4 

2 

1 

2 

— 

Convulsions  ...  10 

14 

10 

10 

10 

12 

10 

7 

4 

2 

9 

5 

Bronchits  and  Pneu- 

monia  ...  ...  21 

27 

30 

20 

22 

31 

30 

31 

26 

25 

29 

25 

Enteritis  ...  ...  11 

9 

18 

13 

3 

15 

8 

9 

6 

2 

4 

3 

Premature  Birth  ...  39 

27 

19 

38 

29 

18 

30 

19 

34 

26 

19 

21 

Atrophy  &  Debility  25 

20 

3 

16 

24 

23 

19 

17 

16 

14 

11 

19 

Totals  ...  ...118 

102 

90 

143 

88 

114 

111 

88 

88 

70 

74 

73 

95 

Infant  and  Child  Mortality  Rates  per  1,000  Births,  at  age 
periods  in  Wallasey  during  1913-1919,  compared  with 
Rates  for  Triennial  Period  1907-1910  for  Wallasey,  as 
shown  in  Table  1,  Appendix  2,  of  Second  Report  on  Child 
Mortality  by  Medical  Officer  of  Local  Government  Board 
1912-1913  (p.  393). 


Infant 
Mortality 
per  l,0uu 
births. 

0  to  1 
year. 

1  to  5 
years. 

Under 

1  week 

Under 

1  month 
(0-1 
month) 

Under  3 
months 
(0-3 
mths) 

3  to  6 
months 

6  to  12 
months 

Number  of 
Births. 

1907-10  ... 

108 

(  in  ) 

\ 1911 ' 

83 

92-0 

55-4 

18-1 

32-3 

48*4 

17-4 

26-2 

7,063 

1913-15  ... 

83-9 

411 

15-6 

29-0 

44' 8 

15  6 

231 

5,479 

1916-18  ... 

74-  3 

74*3 

47-2 

20-7 

33-6 

45-2 

7*7 

2P9 

4,667 

1919 . 

75 

75 

42-9 

20-4 

37-2 

47-7 

12-6 

14-7 

1,422 

Death  Rates  of  Infants  under  One  year  of  age  in  Wallasey 

CJ  fj 

during  1913-1919  per  1,000  Births,  compared  with  Rates 
for  Triennial  Period  1907-1910  for  Wallasey,  as  shown 
in  Table  2,  Appendix  2,  of  Second  Report  on  Child  Mor¬ 
tality  by  Medical  Officer  of  Local  Government  Board, 
1912-1913  (p.  395). 
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I'iarrhceal 

Diseases. 

Premature 

Birth. 

i 

Congenital 

Defects 

i 

Injury  at 
Birth. 

,  Want  of 

|  Breast  Milk. 

Atrophy, 

Debility, 

|  Marasmus. 

Tuberculous 

Diseases. 

Convulsions. 

Bronchitis  & 
Pneumonia. 

All  Other 
Causes. 

1907-10 

2-1 

41 

11-3 

171 

4-8 

01 

0'6 

10-4 

6-0 

6-9 

15-3 

13-3 

1913-15 

P0 

4-1 

15  1 

12-1 

4-0 

0*9 

0 

10*7 

2-5 

5-2 

167 

14-2 

1916-18 

11 

5-0 

3-5 

167 

34 

1-5 

0 

87 

2-4 

3-2 

169 

11-6 

1919 . 

0 

0 

21 

14  7 

9-8 

0 

0 

13-3 

0-7 

3-5 

17-5 

13  3 
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jLUii  loilOU'illg  IS  a  list  oi 

Acts,  Orders  and  Regulations  under  which  the  Department 

works :  — 

HEALTH  AND  SANITARY. 

Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

,,  (Amendment)  Acts,  1879,  1890,  1896. 

(1890  Act  adopted  December  4th,  1890.) 

Local  Government  Acts,  1888,  1894. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907.  Sections  85  and  86;  and 
Part  6  adopted  1914. 

Wallasey  Local  Board  Act,  1890. 

Wallasey  Improvement  Acts,  1901,  1906. 

Ministry  of  Health  Act,  1919. 

Town’s  Improvement  Clauses  Act,  1847  (Sanitary  Sections). 

Canal  Boats  Acts,  1877,  1884. 

Quarry  Fencing  Act,  1887. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshop  Orders,  1885,  1914. 

Bye-laws  with  respect  to  Nuisances,  1886. 

,,  ,,  ,,  Houses  let  in  lodging.  • 

,,  ,,  ,,  Common  Lodging  Houses,  7.10,  1886. 

,,  ,,  ,,  Offensive  Trades. 

,,  ,,  ,,  Tents,  Vans,  and  Sheds,  1908. 

,,  ,,  ,,  New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

,,  ,,  ,,  Slaughter-houses,  7.10,  1886. 

HOUSING. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  Part  III.  (adopted  21.4.98). 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  1903. 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act.,  1909. 

,,  ,,  ,,  Regulations  under  Section  17,  2.9.10. 

,,  ,,  ,,  Act,  1919. 

Housing  Acts,  L.G.B.  Regulations  re.  11.1.1910. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Acts,  1891,  1895,  1901,  and  Home  Office  Orders 
under  same. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Act  (Laundry  Supervision),  1907. 

Sanitary  accommodation  in  Factories  and  'Workshops  Order,  etc.,  4.2.03. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  (ANIMALS). 

Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Acts,  1878,  1886,  1894,  1903. 

Tuberculosis  (Animals)  Act,  13-2-1913. 

Do.  23.6.1914. 

Orders  and  Regulations  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  re  Parasitic  Mange. 

Anthrax  Order,  1910. 
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RAT  DESTRUCTION. 

Rats  Order,  1918. 

Rats  Order  (Amending  Order),  26.3.19. 

Prevention  of  Epidemic  Diseases :  Regulations  as  to  Plague :  Rat 
Destruction,  10.11.19. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Epidemic  and  other  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1883. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889  (Adopted  24.10.89). 

,,  ,,  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Isolation  Hospitals  Act,  1893,  1901. 

Vaccination  Act,  1898. 

Provisional  Order  re  Vaccination,  1917. 

Public  Health  (Notification  of  Infectious  Disease)  Regulations,  19.1.18. 

Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  12.2.17. 

Prevention  of  Epidemic  Diseases:  Regulations  as  to  Plague  (Rat 
Destruction),  10.11.19. 

Public  Health  (Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica  and  Acute  Polio 
Encephalitis)  Regulations,  17.12.18  and  31.12.19. 

Notification  and  Treatment  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  and  Acute  Polio¬ 
myelitis,  15.8.12. 

Notification  of  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  and  Acute  Polio-myelitis, 
1915. 

Public  Health  (Cerebro-spinal  Fever)  Regulations,  1918. 

j)  ,)  ,,  ,,  ,,  16.6.19. 

Order  re  Prevention,  etc.,  of  Cerebro-spinal  Fever:  Provision  of  Serum, 
1.4.18. 

Prevention  and  Treatment  of  Disease  Act,  1913. 

Diphtheria  (Anti-toxin)  Order,  15.8.10. 

Notification  of  Ophthalmia  Order,  5.2.14. 

,,  Measles  and  German  Measles,  27.11.09  (rescinded  as 

from  31.12.19). 

Venereal  Diseases  Acts,  1916  and  1917. 

Venereal  Diseases  Regulations,  1916. 

Public  Health  (Pneumonia,  Malaria,  Dysentery  and  Trench  Fever) 
Regulations,  1918  and  7.1.19. 

Influenzal  Pneumonia,  etc.,  General  Order  re,  7.1.19. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1908,  1911,  1912,  1916. 
National  Insurance  Act,  1911  (Provisions  re  Tuberculosis). 
Tuberculosis  (Domiciliary  Treatment)  Order,  19.9.16. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Midwives  Acts,  1902,  1918. 

Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907  (adopted  1911). 

Children  Act,  1908. 

Regulations  re  Child  Welfare  Grants,  23.9.16. 

Milk  supply  for  expectant  -  mothers  and  infants,  1917. 

Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  22.12.19. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act,  1918- 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN. 

Employment  of  Children  Act,  1903,  and  Wallasey  Bye-laws  under 
same  (1912). 

SHOPS. 

Shop  Hours  Act,  1904. 

Wallasey  Early  Closing  Orders,  1909,  1914. 

Shops  Acts,  1892,  1912,  1913. 

Seats  for  Shop  Assistants  Act,  1899. 

Wallasey  Half  Holiday  Orders,  1912,  1914. 

Do.  (Extension),  1912,  1913. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

Foods  and  Drugs  Acts,  1875,  1879,  1899,  1907. 

Margarine  Act,  1887. 

Butter  and  Margarine  Act,  1907. 

Public  Health  (Regulations  as  to  Food)  Act,  1907. 

Do.  (Milk  and  Cream)  Regulations,  1912. 

Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  1901. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Act,  1914. 

Sale  of  Llorseflesh  Act,  1889. 

Local  Authorities  (Food  Control)  Orders,  1918,  1919. 

Public  Health  (Shellfish)  Regulations,  16.2.1915. 

Milk  and  Cream  Regulations  Amending  Order,  8.2.1917. 

Public  Health  (Foreign  Meat)  Regulations,  1908. 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 

Weights  and  Measures  Acts,  1878,  1889,  1892,  1893,  1919. 

Do.  Regulations,  1907. 

Sale  of  Bread  Act,  1836. 

The  Mills  Act,  1796. 

The  Hop  Trade  Acts,  1800.  1866. 

Licensing  Act,  1872. 

The  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1887. 


The  Sections  re 
Weights  and  Measures. 
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BLIND. 

Regulations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  re  the  Blind,  7.8.19. 

MENTAL  DEFICIENCY. 

Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913. 

Mental  Deficiency  (Notification  of  Children)  Regulation,  1914. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Cleansing  of  Persons  Act,  1897. 

Rag  Flock  Act,  1911. 

Fabrics  (Misdescription)  Act,  1913. 


The  Public  Libraries  Acts  were  adopted  on  March  3rd,  1898,  and 
The  Baths  and  Wash-houses  Acts  on  February  7th,  1895. 


Sanitary  Administration. 

Staff. 

A  list  of  the  Staff  of  the  Department  will  be  found  at  the 
commencement  of  this  Deport. 

Sanitary  Inspection. 

Details  of  the  work  performed  by  the  District  Inspectors 
will  be  found  under  “Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District.” 


Hospital  Accommodation. 

The  following  is  the  accommodation  available  at 


Mill  Lane  Hospital. 


Scarlet  Fever . 

60  beds 

Diphtheria  . 

7  „ 

Typhoid  . 

7  „ 

Phthisis  . 

40  „ 

Total  ... 

114  ,, 
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Leasowe  Hoad  Small-pox  Hospital 


Small-pox  .  20  beds. 


The  Table  appended  shows  the  number  of  cases  treated 
in  both  these  Hospitals,  the  average  residence  in  days,  etc.  : 


Admissions  to  Hospital. 


Disease. 

Remaining  at 
end  of  1918. 

Admitted 
during  191.'. 

Discharged 
during  1919. 

Died 

during  1919. 

Remaining  at 

end  of  19l9. 

Average 

Residence  in 

Days. 

SMALL-POX  (Leasowe  Rd.  Hosp.) 

.  .  . 

3 

3 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

63-3 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

27 

164 

164 

4 

23 

40  1 

Cases  admitted  to  Hospital 
as,  but  subsequently  found 
not  to  be,  Scarlet  Fever 

or  doubtful  ... 

3 

, .. 

3 

38-6 

Diphtheria  . 

... 

33 

24 

4 

5 

277 

Cases  admitted  to  Hospital 
as,  but  subsequently  found 
not  to  be,  Diphtheria  or 

doubtful 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

17.0 

Enteric  Fever  . 

1 

1 

66-0 

Cases  admitted  to  Hospital 
as,  but  subsequently  found 
not  to  be,  Enteric  Fever 

or  doubtful  ... 

. . . 

... 

•  • 

.  .  . 

Erysipelas  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

. « 

.  •  . 

Phthisis  . 

29 

103 
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*9 

26 

75-3 

Acute  Polio-Myelitis . 

.  •  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  ... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  • . 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

Measles  .  * . 

,  .  . 

1 

* .  • 

.  .  . 

1 

8-0 

Influenza  . 

•  .  « 

9 

9 

.  .  . 

12-9 

Other  Admissions  . 

... 

10 

10 

... 

... 

23-5 

Totals  . 

56 

328 

309 

17 

58 

1  — 

*  1  Liverpool  case. 


Particulars  with  regard  to  hospital  accommodation  outside 
the  Borough  for  Wallasey  cases  will  be  found  under  the 
headings  “  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  ”  and  “  Tuber¬ 
culosis.” 
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Chemical  and  Bacteriological. 

Tlie  arrangements  for  the  carrying  out  of  chemical  and 
bacteriological  work  in  the  Borough  are:  — 

1.  — Simple  throat  swabs  in  connection  with  Diphtheria 

cases,  and  specimens  of  sputum  in  connection  with 
Phthisis  cases,  are  examined  in  our  own  laboratory  at 
Mill  Lane  Hospital. 

2.  — Samples  of  milk  taken  for  purposes  of  bacteriological 

examination  are  forwarded  to  Liverpool  University. 

3.  — Arrangements  have  also  been  made  whereby  blood 

specimens,  etc.,  in  connection  with  cases  of  Venereal 
Disease  are  also  sent  to  Liverpool  University  for 
examination. 

4.  — The  Borough  Analyst  examines  all  samples  taken  under 

the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  Particulars  with  regard  to 
the  administration  of  those  Acts  will  be  found  under 
the  heading  “  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,”  together  with 
the  Analyst’s  report  thereon. 


* 

IVIental  Deficiency  Act. 

268  visits  were  paid  during  the  year  to  persons  mentally 
defective. 

T  cases  were  referred  to  various  institutions  during 
the  year. 

Housing. 

General  Housing  Conditions. 


Number  of  houses. — According  to  information  supplied 
by  the  Borough  Treasurer  from  his  rate  books  the  number  of 
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houses  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  1919  was  19,289,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  43  as  compared  with  1918.  The  difference  would 
appear  to  be  made  up,  for  the  greater  part,  of  flats  which 
have  been  formed  from  existing  houses.  The  actual  number 
of  new  houses  certified  during  the  year  was  only  3,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  following  Table  supplied  by  the  Borough  Engi¬ 
neer  and  Surveyor  :  — 


NUMBER  OF  NEW  HOUSES  CERTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1919. 


NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  IN  COURSE  OF  ERECTION 

1st  JANUARY,  1920. 


5s.  to  7s.  6d . 

7s.  6d.  to  9s . 

Over  9s . 

" 

■ 

— 

2 

" 

*69  71 

*NOTE. — 34  of  these  were  in  course  of  erection  when  war  broke  out,  and 

they  are  still  unfinished. 


Houses  certified  for  Habitation  since  1904. 

The  following  Thble  shows  the  number  of  new  houses', 
certified  for  habitation  since  1904:  — 


1904  ... 

.  .  . 

...  259 

1912  . 

...  417 

1905  ... 

•  •  • 

...  432 

1913  . 

...  410 

1906  ... 

.  .  . 

...  614 

1914  . 

...  424 

1907  ... 

•  •  • 

...  706 

1915  . 

...  254 

1908  ... 

.  •  • 

...  604 

1916  . 

...  76 

1909  ... 

.  .  • 

...  630 

1917  . 

...  12 

1910  ... 

•  .  « 

...  739 

1918  . 

3 

1911  ... 

...  600 

1919  . 

3 
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Inhabited  Houses  since  190T. 

The  following'  Table  shows  the  number  of  Inhabited 
Houses  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  each  year  since  1907 
(from  figures  supplied  by  the  Borough  Engineer)  :  — 


Increase  on 


Year. 

totals. 

Previous 

1907 

14,626 

810 

1908 

15,224 

598 

1909 

15,683 

459 

1910 

16,242 

559 

1911 

16,957 

715 

1912 

17,522 

565 

1913 

17,936 

414 

1914 

18,476 

540 

1915 

18,918 

442 

1916 

18,950 

32 

1917 

19,186 

136 

1918 

19,246 

60 

1919 

19,289 

*43 

*  See  Note  under  “General  Housing  Conditions.” 


Population  . 

Particulars  with  regard  to  population  will  be  found  in 
the  early  portion  of  this  Report  under  “  Natural  and  Social 
Conditions  of  the  District.” 


Housing  Survey. 

In  response  to  a  request  from  the  Housing  Commissioner 
in  respect  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919,  a 
survey  was  made  of  the  district  in  October.  The  number  of 
inhabited  houses  which  were  not  fit,  and  which  could  not  be 
made  fit  for  human  habitation,  was  returned  as  44.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  houses  seriously  defective,  but  which  could  be  made 
habitable,  was  154. 
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Rents. 


At  the  same  time  enquiries  were  made  as  to  the  prevail¬ 
ing  rents  of  the  various  types  of  working-class  houses  in  the 
district.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  those  enquiries:  — 


Type  of  House. 

Weekly  Rent. 

No. 

(a)  Living  room,  scullery  and  two 

From  3/6  to  9/-  (majority  6/6 
and  under) 

bedrooms 

2087 

(b)  Living  room,  scullery  and  three 

From  5/-  to  9/-  (majority  6/6 

bedrooms 

and  under)  . 

133 

(C)  Parlour,  living  room,  scullery 

From  4,6  to  9/-  (majority  8/- 

and  two  bedrooms  ... 

and  under) 

2034 

(D)  Parlour,  living  room,  scullery 

From  5/-  to  13/-  (majority  7/6 

and  three  bedrooms  ... 

and  over) 

5446 

(E)  Parlour,  living  room,  scullery 

From  6/6  to  14/-  (majority  over 

and  four  bedrooms  ... 

10/-)  . 

805 

(F)  Tenements  in  block  dwellings 

None 

(G)  Other  working-class  dwellings 
(specifying)  . 

Old  houses  with  larger  accom¬ 
modation  at  rents  from  7/- 
to  11/-  ... 

Two-roomed  houses  at  rents 
from  2/6  to  6/— 

Three-roomed  houses  at  rents 
from  3  -  to  5/- 

Miscellaneous 

Total  ...'  . 

16 

28 

5 

6 

10,560 

Estimate  of  Housing  Needs. 

It  was  estimated  that  the  number  of  working-class  houses 


required  during  the  next  three  years  to 

1. — (a)  Meet  the  unsatisfied  demand  for  houses  (taking 
account  of  growth  of  population,  overcrowding, 
etc.) .  680 

( b )  Re-house  persons  to  be  displaced  by  the  clearance 

of  unhealthy  areas  .  68 


( c )  Replace  other  dwellings  which  are  unfit  for  human 

habitation  and  cannot  be  made  fit .  45 

( d )  Replace  obstructive  or  other  buildings  (now  in¬ 

habited)  and  not  included  under  heading  (c)  which 
should  be  demolished . none 


( e )  Replace  other  houses  which,  although  they  cannot 
at  present  be  regarded  as  unfit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion,  fall  definitely  below  a  reasonable  standard  ...  230 

(/)  Meet  anticipated  deficiencies  (e.g.)  arising  from 
new  industrial  development  .  — 

Total . 1,023 

2. — (a)  Deduct  working-class  houses,  which  it  is  antici¬ 
pated  will  be  set  free  during  the  next  three  years 
as  the  result  of  any  probable  decrease  in  the  popula¬ 
tion  .  . 

(b)  Working-class  houses  likely  to  be  built  during  the 
next  three  years  by  persons  other  than  the  Local 
Authority  .  23 

Total .  23 


Net  estimate  of  number  of  houses  required . 1,000 

Measures  contemplated  to  meet  Shortage. 

The  schemes  of  the  Corporation  for  the  provision  of  new 
houses  include  the  following:  — 

Housing  Schemes  I.  and  II. 


SCHEME  I.  SCHEME  II. 

(Mill  Lane  and 

(Alderley  Rd.)  Love  Lane). 


No.  of 
Houses. 

Accommodation, 

No.  of 
Houses. 

11 

Living  room,  scullery,  and  3  bedrooms 

10 

n  ^  m  ••• 

12 

4 

,,  , .  2  ,,  ... 

4 

4 

Parlour,  living  room,  scullery,  and  3  bedrooms  ... 

48 

.  *  . 

n  ^  m  •  •  • 

14 

4 

,,  , »  ,>  ^  ,  t  •  •  • 

,  ,  . 

10 

,,  15  11  ^  11  •  •  • 

44 

5 }  n  M  ^  m  •  •  • 

18 

.  .  . 

m  u  n  •  •  • 

12 

... 

Living  room,  scullery,  and  2  bedrooms) 

11  55  1  11  3 

4 

4 

33 

Total 

170 
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Extext  of  Overcrowding. 


There  is  undoubtedly  a  very  large  amount  of  overcrowd¬ 
ing  in  the  district.  The  extent  of  this  may  be  gauged,  in 
some  degree  at  least,  from  a  census  made  during  the  year  by 
the  School  Attendance  Staff,  when  as  a  result  of  their  en¬ 
quiries  it  was  ascertained  that  773  houses  were  occupied  by 
members  of  more  than  one  family.  The  main  cause  of  over¬ 
crowding  is,  of  course,  lack  of  houses.  Whereas  there  used 
to  be  built  in  Wallasey  an  average  (based  on  the  five  years 
preceding  the  war)  of  560  houses  per  annum,  there  has  practi¬ 
cally  been  no  building  during  the  war.  One  cause  of  over¬ 
crowding  is  that  people  come  here  for  the  summer  months, 
and  then  decide  to  remain  permanently,  persuading  the  land¬ 
lord  of  the  house  in  which  they  have  been  staying  to  allow 
them  to  remain.  This  the  landlord  is  very  often  only  too 
willing  to  do  owing  to  the  high  cost  of  food.  Except  for  very 
gross  cases  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  take  action.  25 
Notices  were  served  during  the  year  for  overcrowding,  but 
generally  speaking  this  work  has  been  in  abeyance,  simply 
because  of  the  uselessness  of  trying  to  obtain  a  conviction  in 
the  face  of  the  abnormal  shortage  of  houses,  and  the  inability 
of  people  to  find  other  accommodation. 


Fitness  of  Houses. 

General  Standard. — The  general  standard  of  housing  in 
Wallasey  is  good.  There  are  no  back-to-back  houses,  no 
courts,  and  very  few  .tenement  houses.  Generally  speaking, 
the  worst  houses  are  the  four-roomed  houses  with  a  fifteen 
feet  yard,  and  water  closet  outside.  The  vast  majority  of  the 
houses  in  the  district,  however,  contain  at  least  six  rooms. 

TTnfit  Houses. — The  unfit  houses  existing  in  the  Borough 
are  very  old  houses  which  were  built  when  the  district  was 
purely  rural,  the  defects  of  which  are  deficient  ventilation, 
low  ceilings,  defective  light,  insufficient  window  space,  and 
general  dilapidations. 
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No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Housing1  Acts  during 
the  year. 

There  is  great  difficulty  in  getting  ordinary  repairs  done ; 
first  of  all,  owing  to  the  lack  of  labour ;  second,  to  the  high 
cost  of  materials  and  labour;  third,  because  owing  to  the 
Restriction  of  Rents  iAct  landlords  have  no  money  for  repairs. 
As  Medical  Officer  of  Health  one  feels  diffident  in  taking 
action  for  the  cleansing  of  houses  and  the  effecting  of  neces¬ 
sary  repairs  when  one  knows  that  a  landlord,  whose  only  in¬ 
come  is  from  the  rents  of  a  certain  number  of  houses,  finds  it 
exceedingly  difficult  to  live  himself,  much  less  spend  money 
on  repairs.  Instances  have  come  to  my  notice  where,  owing 
to  the  high  wages  and  cost  of  materials,  even  the  abatement 
of  an  urgent  nuisance  has  meant  depriving  the  owner  of  any 
return  whatever  from  his  property. 


Unhealthy  Areas. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  I.  and  II.  of 
Housing  Act,  1890,  in  regard  to  unhealthy  areas,  but  records 
have  been  made  of  various  houses  throughout  the  Borough 
which  require  dealing  with  when  the  position  with  regard  to 
housing  will  permit. 

No  complaints  were  received  as  to  any  unhealthy  area 
during  the  year. 

Statement  required  by  Article  V.  of  the  Housing 
(Inspection)  Regulations,  1910,  in  regard  to  the 
Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  under  Section  IT  (1) 
of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909,  and 
Section  28  of  the  1919  Act,  for  the  Year  ended  31st 
December,  1919. 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  during  the  year  and 

for  the  purposes  of  the  Sub-Section . 4,523 
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No.  of  such  dwelling-houses  which  wTere  considered  to 
be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation,  namely,  Laburnum 
Cottage,  Kelvin  Road  .  1 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  representa¬ 
tions  were  made  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a  view 
to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders,  namely,  Laburnum 
Cottage,  Kelvin  Road  .  1 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  by  the  Local  Authority,  namely, 
Laburnum  Cottage,  Kelvin  Road  .  1 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  the  defects  in  which  were 
remedied  without  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  . . . 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  which,  after  the  making  of 
Closing  Orders,  were  made  fit  for  human  habitation 


Further  details  with  regard  to  the  inspection  of  houses 
will  be  found  under  “Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District." 

\ 


BYE-LAWS  re  HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

‘  Sub-let  Houses. 

There  were  approximately  60  houses  on  our  Sub-let 
House  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year.  This  number,  how¬ 
ever,  by  no  means  represents  the  total  amount  of  sub-letting 
in  the  district  due  to  the  shortage  of  houses,  but  merely  the 
number  of  houses  in  those  portions  of  the  district  in  which 
sub-letting  ordinarily  existed  prior  to  the  War.  Visits  of 
inspection  and  supervision  are  paid,  more  especially  to  those 
requiring  careful  attention.  In  no  case,  however,  was  it  found 
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necessary  to  take  action  other  than  that  of  written  or  verbal 
notice.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done  during 
the  past  year  :  — 


Number  of  houses  on  Register 
„  day  inspections  ... 

,,  night  inspections  ... 

„  infringements  of  Sub-let  Bye-laws 

,,  preliminary  intimations  given  to  comply 

,,  failures  to  comply  with  notices. . .  .... 

„  informations  laid  in  respect  of  infringements 
Amount  of  Fines  and  Costs... 


60 

424 

40 

40 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  two  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough, 
both  being  situated  at  the  southern  end  of  the  district,  not 
far  from  the  docks  and  mills.  Frequent  visits  of  inspection 
were  paid  during  the  year,  the  conditions  generally  being 
found  to  be  satisfactory.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the 
work  done  during  the  past  year  :  — 

Number  registered  under  Public  Health  Act  .  2 

,,  of  day  inspections  .  59 

,,  night  inspections  .  — 

infringements  of  Bye-laws  .  — 

,,  failures  to  cleanse  walls,  ceilings,  etc . 

,,  cases  where  rooms  where  overcrowded  . 

,,  informations  in  respect  of  infringements .  — 

,,  convictions  .  — 


110 


APPENDIX. 

REPORT  WITH  REGARD  TO  THE  MEDICAL 
INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN  DURING  1919. 


Ill 


County  Borough  of  Wallasey 
Education  Committee. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 

WORKING  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION, 

IN  THE 

PUBLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 


1919. 
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public  health  offices, 

WALLASEY, 

April  30/A,  1920. 


To  the  CHAIRMAN  and  MEMBERS 

of  the  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  medical  inspection 
of  school  children  for  the  year  1919. 

This  work  has  followed  on  the  lines  of  the  preceding  years. 
The  work  needs  extending,  especially  on  the  treatment  side.  It 
is  satisfactory  to  note,  however,  that  a  School  Dentist  has  been 
appointed,  who  commenced  duty  on  January  1st  of  the  present 
year  (1920).  Arrangements  have  also  been  made  for  the  treatment 
of  Adenoids  and  Tonsils,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  rooms  set 
apart  for  this  treatment  are  occupied  £or  War  Pensions  cases  it  has 
not  been  possible  up  to  time  of  writing  to  commence  the  work. 

Eye  work  is  also  in  arrears.  There  are  at  the  moment  ap¬ 
proximately  fifty  cases  referred  to  the  Doctor  by  the  School  Nurses 
still  outstanding,  while  there  has  practically  been  no  re-testing  done 
for  the  past  eighteen  months. 

Having  regard  to.  this  and  to  the  increased  work  to  be  done 
under  the  new  Education  Act,  together  with  the  anaesthetic  work 
which  will  be  required  when  the  treatment  of  tonsils  is  begim,  the 
need  for  a  whole-time  Schools  Medical  Officer  is  pressing,  and  in 
my  view  such  an  appointment  ought  not  to  be  delayed. 
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The  work  done  at  the  Clinic  has  been  satisfactory,  but  one’s 
experience  has  proved  the  absolute  necessity  for  co-ordinating 
this  work  with  the  work  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  which 
indeed,  has  been  the  settled  policy  of  the  Board  of  Education  for 
some  years.  The  same  children  re-appear  time  after  time,  the 
minor  ailments  from  which  they  suffer  being  in  a  great  measure  due 
to  unsatisfactory  home  conditions. 

I  look  forward  with  confidence  to  the  benefits  to  the  health  cf 
the  children  which  are  bomid  to  follow  the  dental  treatment  now 
begun,  although  it  is  obvious  that  these  benefits  will  not  be  at  once 
cpparent;  indeed  the  full  benefits  will  not  be  experienced  for 
several  years 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Eadies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


T.  W.  N.  BAREOW, 

Schools  Medical  Officer. 


Number  of  Children  on  Lists  for  Inspection. 


Admissions 

Intermediate 

Leavers 

Totals 

Boys. 

Group. 

Group. 

Group. 

First  Term  . 

.  279 

190 

148 

Second  Term  . 

.  201 

239 

241 

Third  Term  . 

3)0 

202 

201 

_  . 

_ 

2054 

Ginns. 

First  Term  . 

.  263 

179 

154 

Second  Term  . 

.  221 

256 

254 

Third  Term  . 

.  323 

202 

248 

2100 

Totals. 

First  Term  . 

.  542 

369 

302 

Second  Term  . 

.  422 

495 

495 

Third  Term 

.  673 

404 

452 

— 

— 

— 

4151 

Number 

of  Children  Examined. 

Admissions 

Intermediate 

Leavers 

Totals. 

Boys. 

Group. 

Group. 

Group. 

First  Term  . 

.  228 

176 

128 

Second  Term  . 

.  169 

236 

238 

Third  Term  . 

83 

182 

188 

— 

— 

1628 

Girls. 

First  Term  . 

.  180 

175 

131 

Second  Term  . 

.  189 

248 

246 

Third  Term  . 

70 

187* 

232 

— 

— 

— 

1658 

IOTA  ns. 

First  Term  . 

.  408 

351 

259 

Second  Term 

.  358 

484 

484 

Third  Term  . 

153 

369 

420 

3286 

The  number  of  Children  examined  is  considerably  less  than 
last  year,  owing  to  the  Third  Term  Admissions  n  ot  being  completed 
by  end  of  year. 


COMPARATIVE  TAB  EE. 


No  on  Eists 
No.  Examined  .  . 
No.  of  Absentees 


1919 

4154 

3286 

402 


1918 

4356— decrease  of 


3728— 

628- 


) } 

}> 


202 

442 

226 


•  • 
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Parents  Present  at  Routine  Examinations. 


1919. 

No.  of 
Scholars 
Examined. 

No.  of 
Parents 
Present. 

BOYS 

1628 

1127 

GIRLS 

1658 

1193 

|  TOTALS  . . . 

3286 

2320  | 

1  Totals  for  1918 

3728 

2754  j 

table  I.— a. 


Ages  of  Children  Examined  in  1918. 


BOYS. 

< 

GIRLS.  | 

AGE. 

Admis¬ 

sions 

Group. 

Inter¬ 

mediate 

Group. 

Leavers 

Group. 

Admis¬ 

sions 

Group. 

Inter¬ 

mediate 

Group. 

Leavers 
Group.  | 

IV. 

Ill 

79 

__ 

V. 

256 

— 

— 

246 

— 

— 

VI. 

83 

— 

— - 

85 

— 

— 

VII. 

25 

— 

— 

27 

— 

—  | 

VIII. 

5 

571 

— 

2 

583 

—  | 

IX. 

— 

20 

— 

— 

24 

—  j 

X. 

— 

1 

- — - 

— 

— 

—  [ 

XI. 

— 

2 

— 

3 

— 

XII. 

— 

— 

543 

— 

382 

XIII. 

— 

— 

11 

~  - 

— 

27 

XIV. 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

XV. 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

480 

594 

554 

439 

610 

609 

1658 


1628 


Grand  Total  3286 
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Details  of  Eye  Work,  1919. 


Cases  of  Dafective  Vision  found  at  Routine  Inspections  are 
referred  to  the  Bye  Rota  Committee,  before  whom  parents  are 
summoned  if  considered  necessary.  Parents  failing  to  appear  on 
the  first  summons  are  re-summoned  with  a  warning  to  the  next 
meeting. 

The  following  table  shows  the  cases  dealt  with  during  the 

year 


1 1)  Cases  referred  to  Specialist  : — 

Parents  to  pay  for  Spectacles  and  Specialist  . . . 
Committee  do.  do.  do. 

Parents  to  pay  for  Spectacles  and  Committee 
paying  for  Specialist  . 

(2'  Cases  referred  to  Optician  : — 

Parents  to  pay  for  Spectacles  . 

Committee  do.  do.  . 

(Sj  Cases  referred  to  S.M.O.  and  Optician  : — 

Parents  to  pay  for  Spectacles  . 

Committee  do.  . 

Guardians  do.  . 


(4)  Number  of  Cases  referred  for  Private  Treatment 


2 

15 


5 


18 

38 

- 56 


133 

136 

1 


•  •  •  •  •  • 


270 

29 


(5)  Number  of  Cases  referred  for  Treatment  to  Special 
llosjpitcil  ...  . .'.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


2 


(6)  Number  of  Cases  taken  into  Court . 

(7)  Number  of  Cases  deferred  for  a  period .  2 


Total  number  of  Cases .  ...  381 


Total  Cost  of  Spectacles  supplied  amounted  to 
Of  this  amount  Parents  promised  to  pay 
The  average  cost  of  Spectacles  a  pair  was 


£78  8  0 
35  10  3 
0  5  11 


♦  •  • 


•  •  • 
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Details  of  Eye  Inspections,  1918. 

Hypermetropic  Astigmatism  . 

Compound  do.  do.  . 

Hypermetropia . 

Myopic  Astigmatism  . 

Myopia  ...  . 

Advanced  Myopia 

Compound  Myopic  Astigmatism  . 

Mixed  Astigmatism  . 

Odd  E}7es  . . 

Emmetropic  . .  . 


Present  Glasses  suitable  . 

Glasses  not  prescribed  at  present  . 

Total  ... 


No.  of  cases  of  Internal  Squint  included  in  the  above  total... 
Do.  do. 


Do. 


do. 


External  Squint 
Tinted  Glasses 
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ABBREVIATED  FORM  OF  TABLE  II. 


Return  of  Defects  found  in  the  Course  of 
Medical  Inspection. 


Code  Groups. 

DEFECT  OR  DISEAvSE. 

• 

Number 
referred  for 
treatment. 

Number 
requiring  to  be 
kept  under 
observation  but 
not  referred  for 
treatment. 

Malnutrition . 

— 

27 

Uncle  antiness — Head  .  . 

253 

— 

Body . 

107 

1 

Ringworm — Head 

6 

!  Body  .  .  .  . 

4 

— 

Skin  < 

Scabies  . 

6 

— 

I  Impetigo  . 

15 

— 

Other  Diseases  .  ,  .  .  ’  .  . 

2 

— 

Bye 

j  Defective  Vision  &  Squint. 

154 

282 

i  External  Eye  Disease 

37 

5 

Ear 

Defective  Hearing 

3 

6 

Ear  Disease  . 

17 

13 

/Enlarged  Tonsils 

72 

326 

Nose  and 

)  Adenoids  . 

8 

33 

Throat 

\  Enlarged  Tonsils  and 
[  Adenoids .  . 

18 

69 

Defective  Speech  . .  . 

11 

— 

Heart  & 

Heart  Disease — Organic  .  . 

6 

9 

Circula- 

Functional 

— 

3 

tion  (  Anaemia  .  .  . 

13 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — 
Definite  . 

Bungs 

Suspected . 

— 

— 

Chronic  Bronchitis  .  . 

5 

1 

,  Other  Diseases . 

— 

1 

Nervous  (  Epilepsy  . 

— 

3 

System 

1 

Chorea . 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases . 

1 

1 

Non- Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — 

Glands . 

2 

Bones  and  Joints 

— 

1 

Other  Forms  . 

— _ 

2 

Rickets 

— 

2 

Deformities  . 

16 

2 

Other  Defects  or  Diseases . 

- 

11 

[ 

5 

Treatment  of  Defects  of  Children,  1919, 
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fAll  these  cases  were  sent  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  for  definite  diagnosis  and  treatment. 
*No  scheme  in  operation. 
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Number  of  Special  Cases  Examined  and  Re-examinations 

during  1919  : — 

469  Specials. 

761  Re-examinations. 


The  Work  of  the  School  Nurses. 

During  the  past  year  the  two  School  Nurses  have  been 
as  energetic,  efficient  and  painstaking  as  formerly. 

e 

59  visits  have  been  paid  to  various  Schools  ;  16,915  children 
were  examined  for  cleanliness,  etc.,  an  average  of  286  per  visit. 

951  visits  were  also  paid  to  children  at  their  homes.  The 
majority  of  these  children  were  suffering  from  skin  diseases. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  work,  the  Nurses  also  paid  many 
visits  to  Schools  for  the  followTing-up  of  treatment  or  direct  vision 
testing,  and  for  neglect  in  cases  of  pediculosis.  A  nurse  was  present 
at  all  the  School  Inspections,  at  all  Eye  Rota  Committees,  and  at 
the  examinations  for  vision  defects  by  Dr.  Brown. 
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Fifteen  cases  of  neglect  were  reported  to  the  National  Society 
for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 


No.  of  Dressings  done  at  the  School  Clinic 
during  1919  . 

No.  of  New  Cases  . 


...9915 

...1120 


198  cases  not  accounted  for— Parents  occasionally  take  their  children 
to  a  Private  Doctor  or  Hospital  after  attendance  at  the  Clinic. 


The  cases  treated  were  : — 


Scabies . 

. 102 

Otitis  . 

— 

Conjunctivitis  . 

.  30 

Catarrhal  Conjunctivitis . 

. .  33 

Scalds  and  Burns  . 

.  10 

Furunculosis  . 

.  23 

Impetigo  . 

. 103 

Ringworm . 

.  91 

Corneal  Ulcer  . 

.  7 

Otorrhoea  . 

. 105 

Kczeina  . 

.  40 

Septic  Sores  . 

. 130 

Septic  Toes,  Fingers  and  Knees 

. 138 

Pediculosis . 

.  25 

Blepharitis . 

.  43 

Sty  e  ...  ...  •••  ...  ... 

.  14 

Psoriasis  . 

.  1 

T.  B.  Glands  . 

.  2 

Phlyctenular  Ulcer  . 

.  10 

Miscellaneous  . 

.  15 
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